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www.StJohnsParent.com
(386) 437-0300

Reader Services
Calendar Submissions:
We publish information about family events within and 
surrounding our county. We would love to hear from 
you! If you have a family event, fundraiser or childrens 
activity/program please send your information to edi-
tor@bradymediainc.com  Deadline for submitting infor-
mation is approximately one month prior to the month 
in which the event will occur. 
Subscriptions
We now have subscription service direct to your home. 
We are offering these services for only $10 per year 
for 11 issues of Flagler Parent Magazine. You can also 
subscribe for FREE to our digital edition for your iPad, 
iPhone, NOOK, Kindle Fire, or Android Device. Visit our 
website www.bradymediainc.com and click SUBSCRIBE. 
Feedback:
We Welcome Your Feedback & Thoughts. In our contin-
uous effort to improve our publications, we look forward 
to your thoughts, questions and feedback on how we can 
better tailor information to your families needs. Please feel 
free to send me an email at Charlie@bradymediainc.com.
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New in Schools,
On News Stands & Online

facebook.com/
stjohnsparent

twitter.com/
stjohnsparent

pinterest.com/
stjohnsparent

instagram.com/
stjohnsparent

What’s New in Print & Online

   St. Johns Parent

Download Our App Today!
Read Your Parent Magazine

Anywhere, Anytime, on Any Device!

Do you want to work for the 
most talked about family 

magazine in Flagler County?
We are looking for experienced Ad Sales 
Representatives who are motivated, ener-
getic, and familiar with Flagler County.

We offer a very competitive compensation 
package. If you’d like to be considered, 
please forward your resume to: 
editor@bradymediainc.com

Coming Spring 2018!

2018 Education Guide
Coming February 2018!

Your guide to the best pre-schools, 
public schools, private schools,

and colleges!
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Parent to Parent

Charlene Michaux
Publisher/Editor
charlie@bradymediainc.com

Charlie

The holidays are here!  
Like me, you likely cherish the wonderful memories of your own childhood. As a child, 

the month of December was very exciting; it meant the end of another year, winter 
vacation and the best holiday of all, Christmas!
As our staff prepares for the holiday season, we are full of gratitude for the abun-

dant support that we have received from you. Our readers, whom without you, we 
would not have a product to produce; so, thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for picking up your copy!  Our advertisers, whom without you, we could not pro-
duce a quality publication with the editorial content our readers have come to expect 
from us.
With the chaotic days ahead of us, we’ve brought you some great reads like How 

to do a Cookie Exchange, Christmas Celebrations from Around the World, Healthy, 
Wealthy & Wise, and an article on Elfster, a new app to keep up with all of those 
Christmas lists. We have saved you some time by bringing you a list of this year’s top 
10 hot toys for 2017 on pages 26-27.
Our Holiday Calendar of events is the most comprehensive list that you will find 

published locally, from St. Johns County to West Volusia, you can find a detailed list 
of family friendly holiday happenings in your neighborhood. Plus, if you’re looking 
for an exciting camp to keep the kids busy this holiday break, we have two pages of 
winter camp listings on pages 38-39.
As we head into holiday season, everyone knows how hectic it can get with shop-

ping, preparing holiday meals, readjusting our normal routine with the kids being 
on holiday break etc...  So, take a moment and a deep breath, relax and enjoy this 
month’s issue!  And from our family to yours, have a wonderful Holiday Season!

Publisher / Editor
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charlie@bradymediainc.com
386-547-0161

Graphic Artist
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Photography
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386-283-8005
marina@marinas-photography.com
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Flagler Parent, Volusia Parent, and St. Johns Parent 
Magazines are published by Brady Media, Inc. and 
are copyrighted 2008. Brady Media, Inc. All Rights 
Reserved. Reproduction in whole or part without 
written permission from Brady Media, Inc. is prohib-
ited. Flagler Parent and Volusia Parent reserve the 
right to reject advertisements or listings that are not 
in keeping with the publication’s satndard. Submis-
sions are welcome, but the publisher assumes no 
responsibility for the return of unsolicited materials. 
Flagler Parent and Volusia Parent do not endorse or 
assume responsibility for information, products, ser-
vices or statements made by advertisers or editorial 
contributors. The Flagler County or Volusia County 
School Boards are not affiliated with these publica-
tions in any manner, nor do they endorse ro assume 
any responsibility for any of the information or ad-
vertisements contained in therein.

Brady Media, Inc.
800 Belle Terre Parkway 

Ste. 200-207
Palm Coast, FL 32164
(386) 437-0300 Office

(386) 246-2950 Fax
www.BradyMediaInc.com

Proud Member of
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December 7
National Cotton Candy Day
Dating all the way back to the 1400’s when it was first called spun sugar, cotton can-

dy has been a favorite treat for young and old alike at carnivals, fairs and the circus.  

Now December 7th celebrates this sweet delight as it is National Cotton Candy Day.   

Each year on December 7th, cotton candy lovers look forward to celebrating the day 

as they pull puffs of cotton candy from a stick or out of a bag and reminisce about 

their childhood days. Dentist William Morrison and confectioner John C. Wharton are 

credited for the invention of machine-spun cotton candy in 1897.

December 12
Gingerbread House Day
Gather the family together, bake up 
some gingerbread and start building 
and decorating your very on gingerbread 
house.  Click here for a recipe: Ginger-
bread House Use #GingerbreadHouseDay 
to post on social media.

December 13

National Day of 

The Horse  

(See our article on page 10-11)

December 15
National Ugly Christmas Sweater Day 

The holidays can be a stressful time and it seems like there is a never-end-

ing list of invites to sort through for the entire month. Are you looking to 

cause a splash with your friends and family this year and mix things up 

for a little Christmas fun to break the cycle? Check out these 10 Tips for 

Throwing an Ugly Christmas Sweater Party! It might just save everyone’s 

sanity over this busy season and will be a great stress-reliever with all of 

the laughs it will be sure to get! https://www.prettymyparty.com/10-tips-

for-throwing-an-ugly-christmas-sweater-party/

December 24
National Eggnog Day
Oh, eggnog — you devilish seasonal treat, you. We love you in our morning lattes 
and we love you spiked with bourbon before going to bed. You make the most 
delicious French toast ever, and even our favorite cake is sending you love notes. 
Is there anything you can’t do? Truly? This holiday season, I say let’s skip the store-
bought cartons and additive-laden jugs, and have our eggnog the old-fashioned 
way: with real eggs. This stuff is incredible, and it couldn’t be easier to make. As 
long as you have eggs, sugar, milk, and cream in your fridge, you can have eggnog 
anytime the craving hits. Here’s a step-by-step recipe to guide you to eggnog bliss. 

December 21
Winter Solstice Day
The word solstice comes from Latin sol “sun” and sistere “to stand still.” 
At the winter solstice, the Sun’s path has reached its southernmost position. 
The next day, the path will advance northward. However, a few days before and 
after the winter solstice, the change is so slight that the Sun’s path seems to stay 
the same, or stand still. The Sun is directly overhead at “high-noon” on Winter 
Solstice at the latitude called the Tropic of Capricorn.

8   DECEMBER 2017
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Attend a horse show. Depending on your 
location, horse events may be more plenti-
ful then you think. Even urban centers may 
showcase a special showing of Lipizzaner’s 
in a central pavilion or coliseum. Check the 
county fair schedule for equestrian events. 
A local 4H Chapter may be a source of not 
only the 4H Club activities but also the 
broader circuit of local horse driven affairs. 
Feed stores feature bulletin boards that 
highlight upcoming events with flyer sized 
photos of horses in action. 
 When you get to your selected event, 

watch how the horses are handled. Decide 
which rider seems to do this better than the 
others and why. Help your child learn to 
distinguish between the various breeds of 
horses. Can you tell which one is a Morgan? 
Do you like the coloring of the Appaloosa?
 Notice how individual horses have their 

own personality. How do horses communi-
cate? What does it mean when the horse 
moves his ears forward and back? What 
makes the horse lower his head? Revel in 
the pure joy of movement that can be seen 
and felt from the horse who is allowed to 

run free in the arena with head held high, 
tail lifted, and mane flying.
Find friends or neighbors who have a 

horse. Maybe there is a neighbor who 
pastures a horse or two at the end of the 
road past the last house of the subdivision. 
With permission from the owner, a young 
child could feel the soft muzzle of a horse’s 
lips while feeding a carrot or apple. “Hold 
your hand flat” is the primary pre-caution 
to offer a child who is reaching through 
the fence toward the on-looking horse’s 
mouth. In general, horse owners are happy 

Horse Wonder: 
Exploring the World of Horses

by Diane Turner Maller

There was a time when it was common place for parents to have at least one tale from a childhood memory that involved an encounter 
or “wild ride” with a horse to share with their children. Fewer and fewer parents now have direct horse knowledge from our own 
upbringing. In finding horse centered opportunities for our children, we can learn along with them. 
 Therapeutic riding programs have proliferated and the benefits of spending time with a horse grounds any child in present time sensory 

experience. Consider simple ways that you could introduce your child to the extra-ordinary world of horses.
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to share opportunities for 
friendly interaction between 
a lonely horse and a cheerful 
group of neighborhood chil-
dren gathered by the fence who 
are eager to offer attention.
 Next door or at school, a 

friend may take riding lessons 
and would be willing to invite 
your child along to help with 
feeding chores or to watch a 
lesson. Always check with barn 
policies first before joining in. 
A waiver of liability form will 
likely be required to enter the 
premises. 

Take riding lessons. 
Programs that offer lessons 
usually provide lesson horses 
for beginning riders. As with 
many other activities, word of mouth is 
often the best way to hear about who the 
best teachers are. From her childhood ex-
perience, journalist, Zoe Carpenter advises 
that “students select a barn or a lesson pro-
gram where students can develop relation-
ships with the horses they ride. They may 
not always have the same horse for every 
lesson, but there should still be enough 
continuity that they understand horses as 
creatures that deserve care and respect. The 
point is to develop empathy, not just learn 
to sit properly in the saddle.”
Distance from home may ultimately be-

come the deciding factor in where you find 
an equestrian program suitable for your 
child. As an alternative to local stables, a 
week or month long summer riding camp 
may be a good introductory opportunity 
where your child could learn about horse 
care and take in some lessons. More than 
one style of riding could be experienced 
this way.
 

Couple riding activity with work. 
Because her instructors expected her to 

clean tack, muck stalls, groom, and per-
form basic veterinary care as part of her 
riding lessons and because her parents ex-
pected barn chores to help pay for lessons, 
Zoe Carpenter had the opportunity to earn 
her keep at the barn. Zoe explains, “It’s im-
portant that the riding activity is coupled 
with the work: horses are hard to take care 
of, and they’re expensive. I think it’s a lost 
opportunity when young people are al-
lowed to skip the work and just jump into 
the saddle. But at the same time, I think 
that riding should always be fun. The good 
thing about a program like 4H or group 

lessons is that they make the ‘work’ of 
cleaning tack or mucking stalls fun.”

Look for cooperative opportunities. 
Our family dentist, Sandra Galloway, 

shared with me recently how much she 
loves boarding her horse. She pays for full 
care and doesn’t have to worry about the 
daily feeding times. Additionally, she leases 
her horse to a young woman who is an ac-
tive show rider.
 The arrangement turns out to be a win-

win for her as a horse owner and for the 
young woman as a horse rider. Sandra takes 
care of the boarding costs, veterinary bills, 
and hoof care. In exchange, Sandra and her 
young children are able to enjoy their calm, 
well mannered, and well trained horse from 
the hard work and expertise of a rider in 
training. All parties benefit: the horse own-
er and her children, the competitive rider, 
and, of course, the horse.
 As experience is gained and as you and 

your child meet more people in the horse 
world, opportunities to lease or to trade 
work for riding privileges are bound to pres-
ent themselves. In all of your “horse trad-
ing,” be sure to document the details and 
expectations in writing.
 Horses are exceptionally sensitive crea-

tures and have much to teach those who 
form relationships with them. Interper-
sonal skills topped the list for Zoe Car-
penter. “Horses are an equalizer, and 
a mirror: they treat you how you treat 
them, no matter who you are, where 
you come from or how much money you 
have. ... They demand a certain kind of 
honesty, and that’s a very valuable skill 
to learn.” 
 

Books About Horses:

Black Beauty

Dreamer: inspired by a True Story

Flicka

Moondance Alexander

National Velvet

The Black Stallion

The Man from Snowy River

Secretariat

Summer of the Colt

Anna Sewell
Black Beauty

Marguerite Henry 
Misty of Chincoteague

Marguerite Henry 
Stormy, Misty’s 

Walter Farley
The Black Stallion

MaryO’Hara
 My Friend Flicka

EnidBaghold  
National Velvet

Joanna Campbell 
The Thoroughbred 

Series

Bonnie Bryant 
The Saddle Club

Movies for Horse Lovers:
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How many times have you asked your child 
to pick up his toys before going to bed only 
to have him go to bed with toys still on the 
floor? Do you give in to arguments or pleas 
of “I’m too tired” or “I’m sleepy” instead 
of insisting that the chore be completed 
before bedtime?   Most parents know that 
getting a child to do chores is a chore it-
self. You dread doing some chores and your 
child does too! 
Many children think of chores as punish-

ment when they are really building blocks 
of responsibility and independence, so 
maybe it’s time to look at chores different-
ly. Parents need to agree on tasks that are 
important to the family. An example may 
be it is important to be able to walk across 
the family room without stepping on some-
thing, so we must not leave toys, food, or 
trash on the floor. If this is important to the 
family, then everyone has a role to play in 
making sure the floor is clean. 
If you have a toddler, he might bring his 

toys to you so you can put them away. A 
preschooler’s chore may be to pick up her 
toys and put them where they are stored 
(toy bin or closet). Older children can pick 

Using Chores to Teach Life Skills
sweep or mop the floor. 
If every family member helps, the floor will 

stay uncluttered and be clean.  
Your preschooler’s chores may be to put 

away toys, put dirty clothes in the laundry 
basket, brush her teeth and wash her hands 
before meals. You can also give her simple 
chores such as feeding a pet or wiping the 
table after meals. Modeling the task you 
want your child to do and helping him with 
the task first as “partners” will be fun and 
help him learn the correct way to finish the 
task to your expectations.
Use the “I do, we do, you do” method. 

If he throws his dirty laundry on the floor 
beside the laundry basket, show him how 
you put your clothes in the basket, then 
have him help you put dirty clothes in the 
basket. Next, ask him to show you how he 
can put his clothes in the basket. If you use 
this method with each chore, it will be easy 
for your child to learn how you expect each 
chore to be done.  
You should expect everyone in the fami-

ly over age 3 to help the family by doing 
chores. Make it part of the daily routines. 
Your child may not be happy about doing 

This excerpt from the November issue of 
Early Learning Parents’ Pages  published 
by Florida’s Office of Early Learning was 
submitted by the Early Learning Coalition 
of Flagler & Volusia (ELCFV).  ELCFV ad-
ministers subsidized School Readiness early 
learning child care programs for children 
birth to age five and the Voluntary Pre-Kin-
dergarten program for four-year olds.  For 
information about ELCFV programs and 
services, call 386 323-2400 or toll free 877 
352-0065 or visit www.elcfv.org.  Follow 
the ELCFV on Facebook: search ELCFV. 

chores, but remember to show your appre-
ciation when he completes them and soon 
he will complete his chores to be a contrib-
uting member of the family. Teaching your 
child these life skills and a sense of responsi-
bility is a gift that will last a lifetime!



DECEMBER 2017   13



14   DECEMBER 2017

feature



DECEMBER 2017   15



Holidays are a time of gratitude, merriment, overeating, and gift-giv-
ing.  That being said, let’s all admit it’s also a time when the family may 
be needing a little “re-grouping” as we head into the new year.  It’s 

also a good time to consider the overall health of our family and set meaningful 
goals around keeping everyone as healthy as can be.

W

Beginning 2018 with 
Family in Mind

386.254.1226
 www.healthystartfv.org
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Here are some thoughts about mobilizing your family team for the New Year:

1. Talk as a family about the things that made the holiday season special.  Then ask if there 
were events that were more meaningful than others.  Ask about specific feelings like, “What 
was the thing that made you feel the happiest?”  “Who made it special and why?” “What 
tradition did we practice that was special?”  “Was there anything that made you feel ner-
vous or sad?”  Ask your children to draw an emoji or a picture about these feelings to help 
them find the words to express the feelings they might struggle with putting a name to.

2. If there is something identified that is very sad – such as loss of a pet or a loved one, 
this can make the next holiday season fraught with anxiety or sadness.  Ask as a family 
how we would like to remember or consider this sad event during the year or during the 
next holiday – lighting a candle, telling a story about them, drawing a picture of them 
and displaying it,  or singing a song they liked.  This helps assure children that the event is 
respected and can be talked about after the holidays are over.

3. Tune in to the things that were special to them.  Put a note to remind everyone about 
the tradition(s) that were important so we can provide assurance that we can celebrate 
them next year (such as lighting the menorah, decorating the tree, or going to religious 
services as a family).

4. Talk about one or two things we can do as a family to make the world a better 

place. Children may see other families in-
volved in service to others and desire to 
work with their own family to help others 
in need.  Reaching out to a shut-in neigh-
bor, gathering clothes or canned goods for 
a charity, or cleaning up for someone in the 
neighborhood that can’t do it for them-
selves are some ideas.  This helps children 
feel gratitude and purpose.

5. Consider the physical health of family 
members and what kind of role models we 
are to our children.  Make plans (and com-
mit on a family calendar) to go for walks 
and bike rides as a family and do physical 
things that can help everyone stay in shape.  

6. Set a goal to ensure that as parents, our 
family’s health history and medical needs 
are a priority.  This includes being ahead 
of the game in knowing when children’s 
immunizations are due, thinking about 
school physicals, cleaning out the medi-
cine cabinet and renewing prescriptions 
for any chronic medical condition.  Answer 
the following questions:  “Does our family 
have a permanent medical home or family 
physician who knows our health issues?  
“Do any family members have a chronic 
illness or did deceased members have ill-
nesses that our family physician should 
know about?” Is there any family member 
with e complaint that should be discussed 
with our medical provider?”  

The more we prepare emotionally and 
physically, the stronger our families can be!  
Talk to other families about how they work 
as a team and remain strong and resilient.  
Families can support each other in heading 
into 2018 with success in mind!
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1. Set the date. 
Holiday calendars fill up fast. At least four 
to six weeks before the event, send out 
your invitations. Choose an evite or a print 
invitation, whichever makes the most sense 
for your budget, audience and time.

2. Timing. 
During the hectic holiday season, a non-tra-
ditional time of the day might work better 
with your friends’ schedules. For example, 
instead of an evening gathering, schedule 
an afternoon tea party. 

3. Better by the dozen? 
Decide on the number of guests. The more 
guests, the more cookies each guest will 
need to bring. Typically around two-thirds of 
invitees will accept an event invitation. If you 
invite 20, plan for between 12 and 15 guests. 

4. Check Yes or No. 
Request that guests respond a week ahead 
of time in order to give participants time 
to plan how many cookies to bake. Send a 
gentle follow-up to any unconfirmed guests 
the day of your RSVP deadline.

5. Crunch the numbers. 
Let’s say you have 12 guests. Ask each 
participant to prepare four dozen cookies. 
This ensures every person gets to take at 
least four cookies from each batch, and 
each guest returns home with a total of 
48 different types of cookies. If this sounds 
like too many cookies for each person, ei-
ther decrease the number to three dozen 
or have guests donate extras. (More on 
that later.)

How to Host:
Holiday Cookie Exchange

by Christa Melnyk Hines

Cookie exchanges are inherently rewarding. Not only do you have a chance to share one of your family favorites, a cookie 
swap is a festive way to feed your guests’ spirits with sweet cheer. Nothing beats the lovely afterglow of time spent with friends 
and a plate brimming with homemade goodies to gift to each other’s families.  
At first glance a cookie exchange may seem complicated--I certainly thought so--but with this handy how-to, you’ll pull it off 

without a hitch, just like I did. 
Cookie swaps can range from a strict set of rules (no store-bought chocolate chip cookies) to anything goes (simple is super 

if that’s your style). Go with whatever you think will appeal to your friends without causing them stress.

18   DECEMBER 2017
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6. Gather the recipes. 
Ask each of your friends to bring copies 
of her recipe to share or if you have time, 
request that your guests email their reci-
pe ahead of time, preferably when they 
RSVP. Gather the recipes into a clipped 
cookbook for each guest to take home as 
a party favor.

7. Prep your guests. 
Participants should arrive with a tray of 
cookies for sampling and instructions about 
how they’ll take their treats home. For ex-
ample, they can bring their own container 
or as the host, you can provide them with 
decorated boxes or tins to put treats in. If 
your friends rally around creativity, chal-
lenge them to pre-package their treats as 
individual giveaways to each guest.

8. Serve simple appetizers and beverages. 
To complement the sweet, serve savory 
appetizers that you can prepare ahead of 
time, like cheese and crackers, mixed nuts, 
dips, chips and fresh veggies. Beverages 
might include apple cider, soda, wine, iced 
tea, sparkling wines, beer, coffee or hot 
chocolate.

9. Share stories. 
Go around in a circle and ask each of your 
guests to share a story about the treat that 
they brought. Listening to my friends re-
count their family traditions, baking disas-
ters, and childhood memories spent rolling 
out dough in their grandmother’s kitchens 
made us laugh, empathize and wax nostal-
gic. We grew closer hearing these stories 
and the treats took on a life of their own.

10. Give prizes. 
While this step is optional, it can add extra 
cheer to the festivities. Ask your guests to 

vote: Which cookie was the most unusual? 
Who shared an unforgettable story associ-
ated with their treat? Who had the most 
creative packaging? Whose cookie was al-
most too beautiful to eat? Hand out simple 
prizes like plastic tiaras, tin holiday cookie 
cutters, a box of tea, a holiday mug, or or-
naments.

11. Spread the joy. 
Offer your friends the option of preparing 
extra cookies that you can box up and de-
liver to a local nursing home, police or fire 
station or women’s shelter. 

23 Ways to Package
Cookies for Gifting

Mason Jar

Decorative Glass Jar

Cleaned and Wrapped Pringles Containers

Homemade Paper Envelopes

Lunch Sized Paper Bags

Decorative Take-out Boxes

Cellophane Wrapped Bowls

Miniature Loaf Pans

Cookie Tins

Rectangular Cake Pan

Repurposed Wine Bag

Ribbon-tied Cellophane Bag

Holiday Paper Plate Wrapped
with Cellophane

Baskets

Tissue Paper

Gift Boxes

Mail Tubes

Cardboard Jewelry Boxes

Aluminum Baking Trays

Cookie Jars

Scrapbook Paper Rolled into Cones, 
Wrapped in Cellophane

Repurposed Cans

Decorative Plates
Additional resources

Cookie Exchange: 
Hosting the Perfect Party 

by Melissa Harvey

Cookie Swap: Creative Treats 
to Share Throughout the Year

 by Julia M. Usher

The Great Christmas Cookie 
Swap Cookbook 

by Good Housekeeping

The Cookie Party Cookbook: 
The Ultimate Guide to Hosting 

a Cookie Exchange 
by Robin L. Olson

Ideas for Compiling Recipes
•  Print recipes on 4x6 holiday paper and 

clip with a loose-leaf metal ring.

•  Retype recipes in different fonts and 
print off on half sheets of paper. Make 
a decorative cover out of card stock 
and staple or clip together.

•  Decorate a cardboard recipe box and 
place recipes inside.

•  Paste recipes into a small spiral note-
book and decorate the cover.

•  Slide recipes into a miniature soft-cover 
photo album.

•  Ask each guest to bring extra copies of 
her recipe to put next to their cookie 
platter for friends to take.

•  Have each guest include a copy of her 
recipe in each of her giveaway containers.
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Countdown to Christmas 2017
You can get up to the second countdown until Kris Kringle comes. This app is free and contains no ads. I 
made this app for my friends and I am happy to distribute to Everyone. That is what St Nick would want!

The Christmas List 
Syncs lists via email, shopping list view to get you through the stores quickly, enter gift once, assign to 
multiple recipients, track budgets per person, add people from your contacts, Track gifts by status: ship-
ping, received, and wrapped and sooo much more! FREE

Free Christmas Ringtones!
Celebrate Christmas each time your phone rings! There are collected many beautiful Christmas ring-
tones, in order for you to get in a holiday mood when your phone is ringing.
 
MagicCam
Xmas Frames helps you combine multiple photos into awesome looking frames and share them with 
your friends and family via Facebook, Email and Twitter. Your beautiful memories can be made more 
wonderful with amazing frame layouts, styles, xmas materials, fantastic drawing, beautiful fonts, clip arts 
and much more. 

Books & Apps
Ella Bella Ballerina and the Magic Toy Shop
In this story, Ella’s ballet teacher, Miss Rosa, tells them the story of La Boutique Fantasque. The story takes 
place in a toyshop full of dancing dolls, she explains, as she shows them her own collection of dancing dolls 
and her magical music box. $12.40

Musical Christmas Tree         
This unique search-and-find Christmas book is even easier to put up than a real Christmas tree! Press the 
button to hear the Jingle Bells melody and turn it off whenever you want―replaceable batteries are includ-
ed. $10.99
       
Santa’s Sleigh 
Share the story of Santa’s epic sleigh ride with your little ones this Christmas season. Children will get excit-
ed when they see Santa feeding his reindeer, working on the sleigh with his elves, packing up all the gifts 
for girls and boys, and taking off into the snowy night. $5.99
   
Santa’s Workshop          
Children will thoroughly enjoy this kit that lets them act out all of Santa’s busy days leading up to Christ-
mas. Kids can build their very own 3-level model of Santa’s Workshop, and complete this magical setting 
with an illustrated floor mat, lots of stand-up pieces, and more. $12.97

Candlelight Magic         
Add a festive glow everywhere you go with this unique coloring book from the Magic Lights series! Twelve 
transparencies let you take your colored pens, pencils, or markers and create a stunning gift with visual 
impact. $9.99

Illuminated Magic           
Add a beautiful glow everywhere you go with this unique coloring book from the Magic Lights series! Twelve 
transparencies let you take your colored pens, pencils, or markers and create a stunning gift with visual im-
pact. $9.02
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EVENT SUMMARY 

What:  Magic of Lights™ 
Magic of Lights is a dazzling 1.5-mile drive-through holiday lights experience with more than 
400 spectacular displays using the latest LED technology and digital animations along the festive 
route.  The experience is from the comfort of your own car as you wind through the sparkling 
path of Daytona’s newest favorite holiday tradition. 

Magic of Lights is an affordable, easy outing for families, couples and groups for holiday light 
sightseeing.   A portion of the proceeds will benefit the Florida Hospital Foundation.  For more 
information, please visit www.MagicOfLights.com.

When:   Friday, November 17 through Sunday, December 31, 2017 

Hours:  Monday through Sunday – 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Where: Daytona International Speedway
 1801 W. International Speedway Blvd, Daytona Beach, FL  32114

Cost:  One carload, one price!
 Early Bird Discount: Car passes $17 (Through Nov. 1) 
 Car Advanced Purchase: $20 per car ($25 at the gate)
 Car Advance Dash Pass (skip the line):  $40 ($45 at the gate)
 Limo/Party Bus Advance Purchase:  $40 per Limo ($50 at the gate)
 Limo/Party Bus Advance Dash Pass:  $60 ($65 at the gate)
  
Info:  For more information about Magic of Lights and to purchase tickets, please visit 

www.magicoflights.com or www.daytonainternationalspeedway.com or  
call 1-800-748-7467

 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/MagicOfLightsDaytona/
 Twitter: #MagicOfLights
 Instagram: TheMagicOfLights

During this year’s holiday season, the 
“World Center of Racing,” the largest 
lighted sports facility in North America, 
will transform into a holiday spectacle with 
the Magic of Lights drive-through holiday 
lights experience at Daytona International 
Speedway. 
Daytona International Speedway is among 

seven cities that will host the FunGuys Events’ 
all-new 1.5-mile long Magic of Lights display 
this coming holiday season. Other iconic venues 
include Auto Club Speedway, Fontana Cali-
fornia (Los Angeles), Jones Beach State Park, 
Wantagh New York (NYC), Gateway Motor-
sports Park, Madison Illinois (St. Louis), Victory 
Park Ohio, North Ridgeville Ohio (Cleveland), 
Castrol Raceway, Edmonton Alberta and Wes-
ley Clover Parks, Ottawa Ontario.
FunGuys Events also revealed that Magic 

of Lights will feature all-new lights displays 
including new original designs and ani-
mations created especially for each of the 
world-class venues hosting the event. Magic 
of Lights’ own team of artists and fabrica-
tors have built a stunning set of new shows 
using the latest LED and digital animation 
technologies. 
Beginning Nov. 17 and running every day 

through the holidays from dusk to 10 p.m., 
guests will be able to enjoy a family holiday 
drive-through experience at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway. The experience will include 
a drive behind the Ticket and Tours Building, 
through the world’s only motorsports stadium 
and conclude in the Midway display area out-
side the facility. Additional information about 
the route, including the entrance point, will be 
provided at a later date. 
“Magic of Lights is going to be a great ad-

dition to our already busy event calendar and 
will provide a wonderful new family holiday 
tradition for the local community,” Daytona 
International Speedway President Chip Wile 
said. “The event provides an iconic setting to 
celebrate the holiday season and gives back 
to all of us here in Central Florida through its 
charitable mission.”

Magic of Lights® Holiday Display
Coming to Daytona International Speedway
Beginning Nov. 17, ‘World Center of Racing’ Transforms into a Holiday Spectacle

Tickets for the Magic of Lights will be $25 
per car at the gate, $20 per car in advance. 
For oversized vehicles such as limousines or 
15-passenger fans, tickets will be $50 per vehicle 
at the gate and $40 per vehicle in advance. 
Tour buses will not be permitted. A special 
“Dash Pass” ticket that provides front-of-the-
line admission will be available for $40 for cars 
in advance, $45 at the gate. For oversize vehicles, 
the “Dash Pass” is available for $60 in advance 
and $65 at the gate. 

Advance tickets are on sale now with spe-
cial $17 “Early-Bird” pricing available for cars 
only. A portion of the proceeds from the Mag-
ic of Lights at Daytona International Speedway 
will benefit the Florida Hospital Foundation.

Magic of Lights is produced by a team of 
family entertainment professionals, each with 
decades of international show experience at 
the highest level. 
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2017’s Hot Toy List

Little Tikes 3 in 1 Sports Zone
Light the Way to Active Play with Little Tikes 3-in-1 
Sports Zone. Dunk, kick and score with fun infant 
Sport Zone. Babies will love playing basketball, 
while developing coordination and confidence! 
12mos – 3yrs    $39.99

PAW Patrol Sea Patroller
Trouble is on the horizon at adventure beach! 
Help Ryder save Baby Octopus by jumping 
aboard the Paw Patrol Sea Patroller. Equipped 
with flashing lights, sounds and a detachable 
anchor, this rescue vehicle comes with every-
thing you need to sail the high seas
3 and up   $49.99

Fisher Price Shimmer and Shine 
Magical Genie Dream Palace Set
Shimmer and Shine, genie palace divine! 
Now little genies can recreate Shimmer 
and Shine’s adventures with their very own 
genie palace! The Palace door opens to re-
veal 3 levels of play, over 20 play pieces 
and lots of magical surprises! 
3-5 yrs     $99.99

Glimmies Glimtern
Light-up your world with Glimmies! The Glimtern 
is a beautiful lantern-shaped house that makes the 
perfect home for your cute little light up star crea-
tures. Place your Glimmie in her Glimtern and she 
will magically light up! 
3 yrs and Up    $14.39

Disney Junior Doc McStuffins 
All-in-One Nursery
Disney Junior’s Doc McStuffins is learning all 
about baby care thanks to her role as a Chief 
Resident. Preschoolers can nurture and care 
for their baby dolls right alongside Doc with 
the All-in-One Nursery an adorable role-play 
center full of exciting doctor features and ac-
cessories to explore! 
3 yrs and up    $62.89

Imaginext DC Super Friends Batbot Xtreme
The Imaginext DC Super Friends Batbot Xtreme is the Ultimate toy for Batman fans. With extendable 
wings, multiple projectile launchers, a hidden Batcycle, a voice changer, and real punching fists, your 
young Super Hero will have a blast defending Gotham City from all sorts of evil Super-Villain attacks! 
3-8 years    $83.99
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You & Me Baby So Sweet 16 inch Nursery 
Doll Brunette with BrownEyes in Lilac Footie
This sweet-faced baby doll exclusively from Toys’R’Us is the 
perfect choice for a child’s first doll. She’s a quality nursery 
doll with a soft body and vinyl arms, legs and head, and 
comes dressed in a lilac footie pajama with a matching hat. 
Soft and cuddly, she’s easy for little hands to manage and 
is slightly weighted so she easily sits up. 
2 yrs and up     $29.99

Power Rangers Ninja Steel Lion Fire 
Fortress Zord 20 inch ActionFigure
The fun never ends with the Toys’R’Us exclusive 
Power Rangers Ninja Steel Lion Fire Fortress Zord. 
It’s the ultimate 3-in-1 Megazord and playset! Over 
two feet long in Fortress mode it is Power Rangers 
Ninja Steel’s biggest Megazord ever. 
4yrs and up     $89.99

Disney Pixar Coco Guitar 
Coco, the new animated film from Disney Pixar, is a cel-
ebration of a lifetime, where the discovery of a genera-
tions-old mystery leads to a most 
extraordinary and surprising family reunion.
3 yrs and up     $24.99

Magic Fairy Wand Fairy Princess Fern 
You control the magic! Enter the world Of Dragons, 
Fairies and Wizards(TM) a world of friendship, magic 
and adventure. Fern, the pink fairy, lives inside this 
wand. She will teach you magic spells and take you 
on amazing adventures! 
4 yrs and up     $49.99

Hatchimals Surprise - Puppadee
Hatchimals Surprise are finally here and they 
have an unEGG-spected treat in store for 
you! For the first time ever, you can hatch 
TWO adorable Hatchimals!
5 yrs and up    $69.99

Oonies Mega Starter Pack
Oonies are the coolest way to create! Take an Oonies pallet, 
place it in the inflator and watch it magically grow into an Oonie! 
They stick to each other so you can make amazing creatures and 
designs! No glue. No water, no mess. 
5 yrs and up     $29.99

WowWee Fingerlings Interactive 
Baby Monkey Toy Zoe
“Zoe is my name and I love life upside down! Zoe is a 
turquoise monkey with soft purple hair who loves holding 
onto your finger and knows when she is being pet, talked 
to and even hung upside down! 
5 yrs and up     $14.99
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Who
With over 5.5 million users, Elfster has be-
come one of the most used online gift giv-
ing resources and Secret Santa generators 
for the Holiday Season.Users have made 
over 8.5 million wishes in over 228 coun-
tries! Users set up exchanges for extended 
family, corporate events, online communi-
ties, the obvious Christmas, and loads of 
other occasions. The sky is the limit! 
What
Elfster is a free, online gift giving service that 
focuses on generosity through their univer-
sal wish lists and updated Shop section.

Elfster also does most of the work setting up 
gift exchanges and secret Santa exchanges; 
making it easy to stick to your budget while 
minimizing time spent and maximizing the 
“feel good” moments. 
When
Gift exchanges can be coordinated all year 
round for any occasion you can think of. Go-
ing to a wedding? Is someone you know 
graduating? Maybe you were invited to a 
fall harvest party and feel like you need to 
bring the host a gift? Check out the Elfster 
Blog, where the elves make gift suggestions 
for all types of occasions!

Where
Elfster is international, but is most popu-
lar in the US, UK, Canada, Australia and 
Mexico.Exchanges can happen anywhere. 
That’s the beauty of Elfster. It brings people 
together from all over the world with a few 
simple clicks.

 Why
Give better, more meaningful gifts in less 
time while spending less money.If you have 
a ton of people to shop for and want to 
pare it down so that you spend less and can 
give something truly awesome; 
create a gift exchange!

 If you’re struggling with finding a gift idea, then use Elfster’s wish list! Ask friends and family to create a wish list where they can add 
products from anywhere online. The wish lists let you see what your friends and family are wishing for so that you can surprise them 
with something that they really want.If you’re ready to get gifts that you’ll be excited about, create your own wish list and share it with 
your community on Elfster.The best part about the wish list is that it provides options, and whatever you choose to purchase will still be 
a surprise when they receive it!Gift giving stress adds up pretty quickly when there’s a time crunch, strict budget or too many people on 
your list.  Let Elfster help with all of it!

In 2001 on a thirty-minute lunch break, Kelly and Julia tackle the task of gifting for their large family, spread across 3 States. 
Remembering how much fun a Secret Santa gift exchange was for them as kids, they decide to organize one. How hard can it be? With 

8 envelopes before them, one for mom, dad, the kids and their spouses, and an Oakland hat full of strips of paper bearing the names of 
everyone involved, Kelly blindly picks a name out of the hat and passes it to Julia, who puts in the envelopes. Easy. Until a co-worker doing 
a double check discovers that Kelly got the name of her own husband. Yikes! And so they start all over again.
 When Kelly recounts this story to Peter that night after work, he can see that the time is right for a new twist on an old favorite. Using 

technology to enable online gift wishing, gifting, and exchanging, Elfster is born, putting a modern innovative twist on a beloved gifting 
tradition. Elfster, making gift giving easy, and strengthening community bonds, one exchange at a time.
 
What is Elfster?
Elfster is a free online Secret Santa organizer and networking platform for gift-giving. Elfster gives time-strapped party planners and gift 

givers the tools to rediscover the joy of gift giving by organizing a Secret Santa exchange.
The holiday season is already busy with parties and quality time with family and friends. Don’t waste time and money aimlessly shopping. 
Elfster organizes you and your loved ones to make the most of the season.
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Nov. 17th – Dec. 31st 
Magic of Lights 
During this year’s holiday season, the “World 
Center of Racing,” the largest lighted sports 
facility in North America, will transform into 
a holiday spectacle with the Magic of Lights 
drive-through holiday lights experience at Daytona 
International Speedway. 
Tickets for the Magic of Lights will be $25 
per car at the gate, $20 per car in advance. 
For oversized vehicles such as limousines or 
15-passenger vans, tickets will be $50 per vehicle 
at the gate and $40 per vehicle in advance. A 
special “Dash Pass” ticket that provides front-
of-the-line admission will be available for $40 
for cars in advance, $45 at the gate. For over-
size vehicles, the “Dash Pass” is available for 
$60 in advance and $65 at the gate. 
Advance tickets are on sale now with special 
$17 “Early-Bird” pricing available for cars only. 
A portion of the proceeds from the Magic of 
Lights at Daytona International Speedway will 
benefit the Florida Hospital Foundation.

Nov. 27-Jan. 2 
A December to Remember 
Daytona Beach 
Enjoy numerous family friendly activities 
throughout the holiday season with visits from 
Santa, a craft village, tribute bands and even a 
pet weekend. 
Daytona Beach Bandshell
70 Boardwalk 
www.daytonabeach.com

Nov.15 -Jan. 15 
Stetson Mansion Christmas Tours
Visitors will be guided through the 1st and 
second floors of the home by a knowledgeable 
tour guide, or maybe even one of the owners, 
as holiday music from the baby grand player pi-
ano wafts in the background.  These enchant-
ing tours lead guests through the first two 
floors which include the 3 main bedrooms, 7 
bathrooms and the secret master closet while 
being fed the history of the mansion, details 
of the decorations as well as relating the in-
spiring story of the current owners extensive 
restoration. Reservations required by visiting. 
Tickets are $25 plus tax, children $15, age 5 
and under free.  
www.stetsonmansion.com/christmas-tours

Nov. 11th – Dec 25th 
Visit Santa in Center Court 
through Christmas Eve
The Volusia Mall welcomes Santa!  Santa ar-
rives November 8th at 10am, his visiting sched-
ule will be:  Monday - Saturday: 10am to 9pm, 
Sunday: Noon to 6pm, Christmas Eve: 10am to 

6pm, Santa takes a break to feed his reindeer: 
Monday - Saturday: 1pm -2pm, 5pm-6pm Sun-
day & Christmas Eve: 3pm-4pm.  
Skip the lines and get fastpass!  
http://www.volusiamall.net/holiday  

Nov. 11th 
Santa Arrival and PJ Party 
9:00 am 11:00 am
Enjoy Storytime with Santa, musical entertain-
ment, dance performances by the Kinetic Ex-
pressions Dance Studio (K.E.D.A), balloon ani-
mals, face painting, cookies, and more!  
Plus, each child that attends wearing the paja-
mas will receive a special gift!  
You won’t want to miss all the fun!  
Volusia Mall, 1700 W Int’l Speedway Blvd. 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Dec. 1 
Downtown DeLand Merchant 
Holiday Open House, DeLand
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Downtown DeLand restaurants and shops will 
offer holiday discounts and discounts. Santa will 
be available for pictures in Pioneer Park and car-
olers will be singing holiday tunes along Wood-
land Boulevard. 
www.mainstreetdeland.org

Dec. 1 
Palm Coast Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony
6:30 pm – 9 :00 pm
The official tree lighting ceremony and a visit 
to the Flagler County Rotary’s annual Fantasy 
Lights display. 
Central Park in Town Center
975 Central Avenue, Palm Coast, FL 32137  
More information at 386-986-2323
www.palmcoastgov.com/events/tree-lighting

Dec. 1
Holly Hill Tree Lighting Ceremony
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Come and Join your neighbors for the City of 
Holly Hill Annual Christmas Tree Lighting Cere-
mony at City Hall. 
1065 Ridgewood Ave., Holly Hill.  
For more information please call 386-248-9420.

Dec. 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
“The Casements Country Christmas”
Enjoy the gift shop, gourmet shoppe, hand-
made crafts, treasure trove, tree lighting Santa 
and Mrs. Claus, train rides, face painting, ice 
cream sundaes. 
Evening Event 6-8 p.m.  
Saturday and Sunday, Holiday Teas at 12:30 and 3 p.m.  
Tickets are $5.00 which are good for all days; 
children 12 and under are free. 
Please call 673-5312 for Special Event Tickets.

Dec. 2nd 
Daytona Beach Christmas Boat Parade 
Daytona Beach 
Starts at the Seabreeze Bridge at 6 p.m. and trav-
els south past Main Street, International Speed-
way Boulevard, past City Island Park and Silver 
Beach Bridge before passing by judging grand-
stands at Halifax River Yacht Club. Several view-
ing locations are along the Halifax River, but the 
north side of the yacht club channel, the fishing 
pier on the channel leading to Halifax River Mari-
na, and dockside of the Chart House Restaurant 
at the entrance to the Daytona Marina and Boat 
Works are the best. Free. 
www.daytonabeachchristmasboatparade.com

Dec. 2nd 
New Smyrna Beach Christmas Parade
New Smyrna Beach 
The theme for this year’s annual parade is “A Riv-
erfront Christmas.” The parade gets under way 
at 4 p.m. with floats, traditional marching bands, 
dance teams and, of course, Santa. It will travel 
west along Flagler Avenue and the North Cause-
way, south on Riverside Drive and will turn west 
on Canal Street and will end at Orange Street. 
www.nsbfla.com

Dec. 2nd 
Jaycee’s Christmas Parade
DeLand
Bringing Christmas to Deland Since 1948, this 
year’s 69th annual Christmas parade. 5:30 p.m. 
The parade runs South on Woodland Blvd to Hubbard Ave. 
www.delandchristmasparade.org

Dec. 2nd 
63rd Annual St. Augustine Christmas Parade
St Augustine
St. Augustine’s Annual Christmas Parade is one 
of the largest in North Florida and includes floats, 
marching bands, cars, horses, and the arrival of 
Santa. The parade starts promptly at 10 a.m. 
by the Mission of Nombre de Dios, continues 
through the downtown streets of historic St. Au-
gustine and ends behind the Visitors Center on 
Castillo Dr. 
904-824-4997

Dec. 2nd & 3rd 
The Nutcracker presented by Civic 
Ballet of Volusia County 
This annual classic ballet is being performed at 
the Peabody Auditorium, 600 Auditorium Blvd., 
Daytona Beach. Advance ticket purchase re-
quired at Peabody Box Office. Performance tick-
ets also online at ticketmaster.com or by phone 
800-745-3000.  More information can be found 
at www.civicballetvc.com.

2017 Holiday Events
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Dec. 3rd 
Port Orange Christmas Parade
Port Orange 
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
The free parade will consist of bands and 
floats and begins at Dunlawton Avenue and 
Jackson Street, proceeding east to Lafayette 
Street. Contact the Parks and Recreation De-
partment at 386-506-5851. 
www.pschamber.com

Dec. 8th – 10th & 15th – 17th 
Walk Through Bethlehem
There are some wonderful new changes for 
this year that will make it a fresh experience 
for returning guests, and a wonderful new 
experience for first time guests. This is a free 
event. It is our gift to the community. As we 
get closer to the event there will be more 
updates, but you may always contact us for 
more information at 386-760-4806 or visit 
www.crbible.com.

Dec. 9th 
Palm Coast Starlight Holiday Parade & Event
4:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Celebrate the holiday season with your friends 
and neighbors at the City of Palm Coast’s Star-
light Event & Parade, scheduled for Saturday, 
Dec. 9th, in the afternoon and evening, in Cen-
tral Park in Town Center, 975 Central Ave. The 
fun begins with the Starlight Event from 4-6 
p.m. - featuring games, pictures with Santa, 
and refreshments available for purchase. Enter-
tainment is provided all afternoon by local and 
regional performers. At 7 p.m., the Starlight 
Parade will get under way, featuring colorful 
lighted floats, marching bands and other en-
tries. Prizes are awarded for the top entries.

Dec. 9th 
Deland Christmas Boat Parade
Starts in Lake Beresford at 6pm. A Float-
ing Festival of Lights. Registration required, 
awards & cash prizes. 
For additional info: email delandchristmasboat-
parade@yahoo.com or call 386-717-6297  

Dec. 9th 
St Augustine Holiday Regatta of Lights 
Boat Parade
6:00 pm 
A holiday parade of boats including sailboats, 
trawlers, shrimp boats, and many other vessels 
featuring brilliant lighted displays ranging 
from patriotic to whimsical will light up St. 
Augustine’s Matanzas Bay between the 
Bridge of Lions and Castillo de San Marcos. 
Awards will be made for the best theme, 
most colorful, best in class, and best overall. 
The Regatta of Lights is sponsored by the St. 
Augustine Yacht Club. For more information, 
call 904.824.9725 or visit http://www.stau-
gustineyachtclub.com/. 

Dec. 16th & 17th 
St. Augustine Ballet presents The Nutcracker
1:30 pm and 7:00 pm
Saint Augustine Ballet strives to involve commu-
nity members of all ages in meaningful dance 
experiences, whether as a participating dancer 
or audience member. Our annual production of 
The Nutcracker includes a cast of over 100 par-
ticipants that includes student dancers, adult 
celebrities, and professional dancers. Lewis Au-
ditorium at Flagler College, 14 Granada St. St. 
Augustine.  
www.saintaugustineballet.com 

Dec. 31st 
St. Augustine Beach ‘Beach Blast Off’ 2017
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Ring in the new year St Augustine style. Spec-
tacular Fireworks, Kids Zone, Face Painting, Live 
Music, and over 30 Food Vendors!  350 A1A 
Beach Blvd., St. Augustine, FL  32080.  
More info at www.beachblastoff.com.  

OUT AND ABOUT FOR THE HOLIDAYS? 
CHECK OUT THESE OUT OF TOWN EVENTS…

Nov. 18th -Jan. 6th 
Universal Orlando Holiday Events, Orlando 
Christmas in The Wizarding World of Harry Pot-
ter, which will feature themed decorations and 
lighting, holiday-themed food and performanc-
es by the Frog Choir and Celestina Warbeck and 
the Banshees. At night, projection mapping and 
lighting will wrap Hogwarts castle. Holiday Pa-
rade featuring Macy’s, featuring more than a 
dozen balloons and 15 floats with characters 
from films like “Despicable Me,” “Madagascar” 
and “Shrek” as well as Santa Claus. Grinchmas 
at Seuss Landing with the “Grinchmas Who-li-
day Spectacular” and extra-cose breakfast with 
the Grinch and friends. Mannheim Steamroller 
www.UniversalOrlando.com/holidays

Nov. 19th -Dec. 30th 
Epcot International Festival of the 
Holidays
Orlando
This Epcot tradition showcases holiday traditions 
from around the world including music, costumes 
and cuisine. Children will enjoy helping Chip and 
Dale gather ornaments, gospel lovers can take in 
daily performances at the World Fountain Stage 
and everyone will be thrilled by IllumiNations 
fireworks, laser and waterworks shows. The an-
nual Candlelight Processional, includes celebrity 
guest narrators, such as Whoopi Goldberg, Pat 
Sajak and others accompanied by a massed choir 
and orchestra for a retelling of the Christmas sto-
ry. Daily tickets begin at $99.00. 407-9395277. 
www.disneyworld.disney.go.com/events-
tours/epcot/holiday-festival

Nov. 20th -Jan. 1st 
Space Coast Light Fest, Melbourne 
This annual event is a holiday themed drive-
through featuring shimmering lights and daz-
zling animated displays drawing more than 
15,000 vehicles each year. 6:30-10 p.m. Car $15, 
Walkers, Hayride $5. 2 and under free, 2500 
Parkway Drive. 321-576-7556. 
www.spacecoastlightfest.com

Nov. 21st -Jan. 7th 
ICE! at Gaylord Palms Resort, Kissimmee
With more than two million pounds of carved ice, 
ICE! is back. Kept at 9 degrees Fahrenheit, you’ll 
see hand-carved ice sculptures, ice slides, live ice 
carving and a celebration of holidays from various 
cultures. Check website for prices. Gaylord Palms, 
6000 W. Osceola Parkway. 407-586-4423. 
www.christmasatgaylordpalms.com

Nov. 25th -Dec. 30th 
Snowing Nightly, Celebration 
Celebration Town Center hosts nightly snow 
falls at 6, 7, 8 and 9 p.m., along with photos 
with Santa, local talent shows, an ice rink, horse-
drawn carriage and train rides. 407-566-4007. 
www.celebrationtowncenter.com

Nov. 28th -Jan. 8th 
The Christmas at Bok Tower Gardens Holiday 
Home Tour, Lake Wales 
Bok Tower Gardens is ready for the holidays! The 
Christmas at Bok Tower Gardens Holiday Home 
Tour showcases the 20-room Mediterranean-style 
mansion at Pinewood Estate. Holiday Home Tour 
hours are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to 
Saturday and from noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. 
Events include a family holiday hunt, symphony 
performances, food and talks with authors Heath-
er McPherson, Pam Brandon and Katie Farmand. 
Advance tickets are $25/adults; $10/children ages 
5-12. Children under 5 free. 
1151 Tower Boulevard
www.boktowergardens.org/Christmas

Dec. 1st 
Christmas in the Square, Sanford 
The City of Sanford celebration will include live 
entertainment, a visit with Santa, tree lighting 
ceremony, face painting and balloon artists. 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Free. Magnolia Square, 200 S. 
Magnolia Ave., Sanford, 32771. 407-688-5120 
option 6. www.sanfordfl.gov

Dec. 1st 
Central Florida Winter Festival, Eustis 
This inaugural family friendly event will feature art 
by a local artist, LuLaRoe consultants, food trucks, 
bounce houses, face painting, jewelry vendors, 
and make up vendors. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Meet & 
Greet with Elsa & Anna from Frozen from 12 p.m. 
to -3p.m. General Admission (13+) $10 Children 
12 & under are free. Lake County-Fairgrounds, 
2101 County Road 452.  
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Super hero action, thrills and drama will 
soar, smash and burst into arenas across 
the country with the debut of Marvel 
Universe LIVE! Age of Heroes. The icon-
ic Marvel Super Heroes - Spider-Man and 
The Avengers are joined by the Guardians 
of the Galaxy, including Star-Lord, Gamo-
ra, Groot, Rocket and Drax, in a legendary 
battle to defend the universe from evil.  The 
newest production from Feld Entertainment, 
the world’s leading producer of live touring 
family entertainment, will make its appearance 
in Jacksonville at Veterans Memorial Arena 
on January 19th through the 21st, 2018. 
Tickets go on sale to the general public on 
Tuesday, November, 7th. 
Early access to the best tickets are available to 

Feld Entertainment Inc. and JaxEvents.com 
preferred members.  Sign up to receive the 
very first opportunities to purchase at Feld 
Entertainment.com or JaxEvents.com.  Pre 
sales to begin as early as Tuesday, October 
24, 2017.  
“Our tremendously talented creative team 

and a nearly super human cast, have creat-
ed a show that brings the grandeur of Mar-
vel to life,” said Juliette Feld, producer of 

Marvel Universe LIVE! 
“Age of Heroes creates an experience that 

immerses families in non-stop action, cre-
ating movie-style thrills and jaw-dropping 
stunts that showcase the powers of your fa-
vorite Super Heroes right before your eyes.”   
Called on by Doctor Strange, the Guardians 

of the Galaxy join Marvel Universe LIVE! 
Age of Heroes on a momentous crusade 
against the scheming Nebula who teams 
up with the conniving and loathsome villains 
Loki and Green Goblin. The incredible 
superhuman forces of Iron Man, Thor, 
Black Panther, Hulk and Black Widow 
will unite in clashes that pit student against 
mentor, sister against sister and brother 
against brother. 
Immersive video projection and cut-

ting-edge special effects will captivate and 
transport audiences across the universe from 
the fantastical Savage Land to New York 
City and beyond. Spider-Man and Wasp’s 
dynamic aerial stunts along with Captain 
America’s daring motorcycle skills will be 
on display in the ultimate race against time 
to save mankind. 
“I’m extremely excited to work on Marvel 

Universe LIVE! Age of Heroes and bring 
the talents and powers of these amazing 
characters with such dimensionality to life,” 
said Marvel’s chief creative officer, Joe Que-
sada. “Audiences will be on the edge of 
their seats as they witness the outrageous 
stunts and fight sequences in truly a unique 
experience that puts fans at the center of 
the action.” 
Marvel Universe LIVE! Age of Heroes will 

travel throughout North America on a 
multiyear tour, including stops in Atlanta, 
Dallas, Miami and New York. After North 
America, the show will embark on an 
international tour in 2019. For a complete 
list of North American tour dates, locations 
and to purchase tickets, please visit the 
Marvel Universe LIVE! website. Stay current 
on the latest developments and tour dates 
nearest you by following us on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube — @Mar-
velOnTour.

Members of the media should visit
www.feldmediaguides.com/ageofheroes

for more information.

MARVEL UNIVERSE

LIVE! 

ANNOUNCES THE NEW SHOW,

AGE OF HEROES, FEATURING 

GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY

AND MORE THAN 20 FAVORITE

MARVEL SUPER HEROES 

AND VILLAINS !

Epic Marvel SuperHero Experience Coming to Jacksonville January 19 – 21, 2018Tickets on Sale: Tuesday, November 7, 2017

feature
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Thanksgiving Break Camps 2017
Ace Gymnastics
Thanksgiving Day Camp
Day camp filled with gymnastics, fun 
and friends.
Hours / Days: Thurs., Nov. 22 8:30am-6:00pm 
Grades/Ages: ages 5-12
Cost: $55 for the day + reg fee
4431 Eastport Pkwy, Port Orange, Fl 32127
Phone: 386-760-1445
www.acegymnasticsdaytona.com

City of Palm Coast Fall Fun Camp
Your child’s day will be filled with a variety of age 
appropriate fun-filled themed activities such as 
arts and crafts, stories, recreational games, na-
ture hikes, Campers must bring their own lunch 
and snack each day. Registration Deadline: 48 
hours prior to start date
Hours / Days: Nov. 20-22/7:30am – 4:30pm (ex-
tended care 4:30-6pm)
Grades/Ages: K-6 (currently enrolled)
Cost: $25 per day (extended care
Frieda Zamba Swimming Pool
339 Parkview Drive, Palm Coast, FL 32164
Phone: 386-986-2323
www.palmcoastgov.com/camps

Academy of Martial Arts Thanksgiving Camp
Weeks Offered: Nov 22nd 
Hours/ Days: 7:30 am – 5:45 pm
Grades/Ages: 7-12
615 Yonge Street, Ormond Beach 32174
Phone:  386-677-6811
www.amafl.com

1973 S Ridgewood Ave, South Daytona, 32129
Phone:  386-310-7964
www.amafl.com

Winter Holiday Camp 2017 
Volusia County 

Ace Gymnastics Winter Day Camp
Day camp filled with fun, friends and gymnastics!
Weeks Offered: Dec 21-22 & Dec 27-Jan5
Hours/ Days: 8:30a-6:00p 
Grades/Ages: ages 5-12
Cost: $55/1 day, $70/2 days, $100/3 days, 
$130/4 days, $155/5 days + reg.
4431 Eastport Parkway, Port Orange, FL 32127
Phone: 386-760-1445
www.acegymnasticsdaytona.com

Winter Holiday Camp 2017 
Volusia County 

Academy of Marital Arts Winter Camp
Weeks Offered: Dec 21st & Dec 22nd, Dec 26- 
29th, Jan 2nd to Jan 5th
Hours/ Days: 7:30 am – 5:45 pm
Grades/Ages: 7-12
615 Yonge Street, Ormond Beach 32174
Phone:  386-677-6811
www.amafl.com

1973 S Ridgewood Ave, South Daytona, 32129
Phone:  386-310-7964
www.amafl.com

2017 Holiday Basketball Camp
The Holiday Basketball Camp hosted by Embry-Rid-
dle University’s men’s basketball program is a 3 day 
opportunity to learn the fundamental skills of the 
game in a positive learning environment.  Campers 
will be given the chance to compete in many dif-
ferent shooting and game like competitions while 
learning skills from members of the ERAU Coaching 
staff and current players in the Eagle basketball pro-
gram.  The camp is designed for players of all differ-
ent skill sets.  It is a great opportunity for all kids with 
an interest in the game of basketball to improve and 
learn some valuable life lessons along the way.
Weeks Offered: December 21-23, 2017
Hours/ Days:9 a.m. - 3 p.m
Grades/Ages: Boys and Girls Ages 6-14
Cost: $120 / $40 per day
Embry-Riddle University / ICI Center 
600 S. Clyde Morris Blvd., Daytona Beach, FL 32114
Phone: 386-323-5007

erauathletics.com

Embry-Riddle Holiday Tennis Camp
For novice to advanced players.
Lunch provided. Each camper gets a T-shirt, water 
bottle & prizes awarded. Need-based scholarships 
are available for those whoe qualify (K-8).

Hours/Days: December 21st & 22nd
Thursday & Friday 9AM - 4PM

Grades/Ages: K-12/Ages 5-18

Cost: $120

Address: 600 S. Clyde Morris Blvd., 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Phone: 386-366-2556 or 386-323-5009

Web: embryriddlesports.com

FWC Saltwater Fishing Camps
Students in this camp will learn about ethical an-
gling, fisheries conservation, rods and reels, knot ty-
ing, casting, tackle, and fish morphology. All equip-
ment is provided through our partnership with 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
Weeks Offered: Jan 18th 
Hours/ Days: 8:30 am – 3:00 pm
Grades/Ages: 8-12
Cost: $40
520 Barracuda Blvd., New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169
Phone: 386-428-4828 
www.marinediscoverycenter.org/edu-
cation/camps-kids/school-year-camps/

Holiday Adventure Camps
Marine Discovery Center
Our School Holiday Camps include activities such 
as fishing, kayaking, arts and crafts, science ex-
periments, and marsh exploration.
Weeks Offered: Dec 27th – 29th & Jan 3rd – 5th
Hours/ Days: 8:30 am – 3:00 pm
Grades/Ages: 5-10
Cost: $110 / $175
520 Barracuda Blvd., New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169
Phone: 386-428-4828 
www.marinediscoverycenter.org/edu-
cation/camps-kids/school-year-camps/

Kindercare Learning Center School 
Holiday Camps
Weeks Offered: Dec 21st & Dec 22nd, Dec 26- 
29th, Jan 2nd to Jan 5th
Hours/ Days: 6:30AM to 6:00PM, M-F
Grades/Ages: 6 Weeks to 12 Year-Olds
Cost: varies on age
1320 Beville Rd., Daytona Beach FL 32114
Phone: (386) 252-7193
www.kindercare.com 

The Little Gym of Port Orange
Designed for children 3-8 years of age, each day 
of camp involves a fun, creative storyline that will 
incorporate opportunities for the kids to exercise 
their muscles, their imaginations and cooperation 
skills – working together to complete each Quest!
Weeks Offered: 
December 21 – 23, December 28 - 31
Hours: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Grades/Ages: 3-8
4645 S Clyde Morris Blvd., Port Orange, FL 
Phone: (386) 304-1401
www.tlgportorangefl.com 
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Volusia County Parks & Recreation
This is a fun alternative for youths during their 
holiday break. Trips include roller skating, mov-
ie and bowling. 
Weeks Offered: Dec 21 - 23 and 28 - 30
Grades/Ages: 6-12
Address: Various Locations throughout the 
county
West Volusia: 386-736-5953 
Daytona Beach: 386-257-6000, ext. 15953  
New Smyrna Beach:
(386) 423-3300, ext. 15953
www.volusia.org/services/communi-
ty-services/parks-recreation-and-cul-
ture/recreational.stml

Winter Wonderful Camp
Volusia/Flagler YMCA 
Kids at our Winter Camp will enjoy activities 
like crafts, games and more. Please pack a 
lunch, water bottle, and snack
Weeks Offered: Dec 21st – Jan 5th 
Hours/ Days: Visit your local branch for details.
Grades/Ages: 5-12
Cost: $40 reg. fee, $34 Members, 
$40 Program Participants.
For more information or to register for Win-
ter Camp please visit the membership desk at 
one of our local Ys or contact your local family 
YMCA below:

DeLand Family YMCA
761 E. International Speedway Blvd. 
DeLand, FL 32724
For more information: Contact Safiya Omar at 
somar@vfymca.org or call (386) 736-6000

Four Townes Family YMCA
280 Wolf Pack Run 
Deltona, FL 32725 (386) 532-9622
For more information: Contact Liz Kammer at 
lkammer@vfymca.org or call (386) 532-9622

Ormond Beach Family YMCA
500 Sterthaus Drive  Ormond Beach, FL 32174
(Only 16 miles from Flagler)
For more information: Contact Katrina Raines 
at kraines@vfymca.org or call (386) 673-9622

Port Orange Family YMCA
4701 City Center Parkway  
Port Orange, FL 32129
For more information: Contact Diana Martin 
at dmartin@vfymca.org or call (386) 760-9622

Southeast Volusia Family YMCA
148 West Turgot Avenue  Edgewater, FL 32132
For more information: 
Contact Marissa McCardel at mmccardel@
vfymca.org or call (386) 409-9622

Christmas Camp – YMCA Camp Winona
This is a wonderful opportunity for parents 
to get last minute Christmas shopping done 
while their kids are having holiday fun!
Weeks Offered: Dec 8th – 10th  
Hours/ Days: Visit your local branch for details.
Grades/Ages: 6-16      Cost: $95
campwinona.org
Phone: 386-985-4544

Flagler County
City of Palm Coast Jack Frostivities
Your child’s day will be filled with a variety of age 
appropriate fun-filled themed activities such as 
arts and crafts, stories, recreational games, na-
ture hikes. Campers must bring their own lunch 
and snack each day. Registration Deadline: 48 
hours prior to start date
Weeks Offered: Week 1: Wed. - Fri. Dec. 27-29, 
Week 2: Tues. – Fri. Jan. 2-5
Hours/ Days: 7:30am-4:30pm 
(extended care 4:30-6pm)
Grades/Ages: K-6 (currently enrolled)
Cost: $25 per day 
(extended care hours $10)
Frieda Zamba Swimming Pool classroom 339 
Parkview Drive, Palm Coast, FL 32164
Phone: 386-986-2323

www.palmcoastgov.com/camps

St Johns County 
2017 Flagler College Baseball Camp 
The purpose of our showcase is to expose high 
school players to the commitment and talent it 
takes to play at the college level. Players skills will 
be evaluated not only by our staff, but by coaches 
from NCAA division I & II programs as well as staff 
from community college. 
Weeks Offered: December 27th – 30th, 2017
Hours/ Days: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m
Grades/Ages:   Boys and Girls Ages 15-18 
Cost:   per day
1960 US1 South, PMB 56 St. Augustine, FL 32086 
Email: dbarnett@firstcitybaseball.com
http://firstcitybaseball.com/?product=4 

Ponte Vedra Ballet & Dance Company
 & Spice Holiday Day Camp
Weeks Offered: December 21, 22, 23
886 A1A North, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL.
Phone: 904-859-2223
www.fusionperformingartsacademy.com/

 Tour Academy Winter Junior Golf Camp
This holiday season, give your aspiring junior golf-
er the chance to learn from the country’s top in-
structors, and experience a day in the life similar 
to a touring professional. TOUR Academy Winter 
Junior Golf Camps offer a variety of programs for 
boys and girls of all abilities, with the Full-Day and 
Half-Day Camps. The Full- and Half-Day camps are 
geared toward all skill levels and focus primarily 
on skills such as putting, chipping, bunker play, 
and full swing.
Weeks Offered: 
Dec 27-29, 2017 & Jan 1-3, 2018
Hours/ Days: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm Full Day, 9:00 
am – 1:00 pm Half Day
Grades/Ages:  9-17  
Cost: $325 / $175
Address: World Golf Village, St Augustine  
Phone: 877-611-1911
email: juniorcamps@touracademy.com

www.pgatourexperiences.com/tour-acad-
emies/junior-golf-camps/winter-camps/

Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach
Spend the day or the entire holiday break creat-
ing original art work with our talented arts in-
structors.
December 27-29, 2017 and January 2-5, 2018
Hours: 9:00am - 2:00pm
Age: 4 - 8 and 9 -14
Cost: $40
50 Executive Way, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL, 32082
(904) 280-0614 ext. 204

Happy Acres Ranch Winter Break Camp
Love Summer Camp, but it’s not summer? Join 
us for Winter Camp! Horseback riding, archery, 
fishing, sports, block play, cooking, art and crafts
December 26 - January 6, 2017
Hours: 6:15am - 6:00pm
Age: Kindergarten and up
$40 daily; $165 weekly
7117 Crane Ave, Jacksonville, FL, 32216
(904) 725-1410

St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum
Weeks Offered: December 21 - 23 
Hours/ Days: 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

www.staugustinelighthouse.org/ 
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JANE’S REEL RATING SYSTEM
One Reel – Even the Force can’t save it.

Two Reels – Coulda been a contender

Three Reels – Something to talk about.

Four Reels – You want the truth? 
                      Great flick!

Five Reels – Wow! 
                      The stuff dreams are made of.

MOVIES FOR KIDS & TEENS
DECEMBER 2017 

STAR WARS: THE LAST JEDI
Not yet rated; likely PG-13. In Theaters 12/15 (2D, IMAX). 
Ok for kids 13+. .  

Reel Review: 

The newest Star Wars movie picks up right after 2015’s 
“Star Wars: The Force Awakens.” Rey (Daisy Ridley) 
is developing her newly discovered abilities with the 
guidance of Luke Skywalker (Mark Hamill), who is un-
settled by the strength of her powers. Meanwhile, the 
Resistance prepares to do battle with the First Order. 
Rian Johnson directs this movie, which also stars John 
Boyega as Finn, Adam Driver as Kylo Ren, Oscar Isaac 
as Poe Dameron and Carrie Fisher as General Leia Or-
gana (her last movie before passing away in 2016). 

FERDINAND
Rated PG for rude humor, action and some thematic 
elements. In theaters 12/15. Ok for kids 6+. .  

Reel Preview: 

“Ferdinand” tells the story of a giant bull with a big 
heart. After being mistaken for a dangerous beast, he 
is captured and torn from his home. Determined to 
return to his family, he rallies a misfit team on the ul-
timate adventure. Set in Spain, Ferdinand proves you 
can’t judge a bull by its cover. From Blue Sky Studios 
and “Rio” director Carlos Saldanha, this movie is in-
spired by the beloved book “The Story of Ferdinand” 
by Munro Leaf and Robert Lawson. The heartwarming 
animated comedy features an all-star cast, including 
John Cena, Kate McKinnon, Gina Rodriguez, Anthony 
Anderson and Nick Jonas.

LAST CALL PITCHES
Rated PG-13 for crude and sexual content, language 
and some action. In theaters 12/22. Ok for kids 13+. 

Reel Preview: 

Now graduated from college and out in the real world 
where it takes more than a cappella to get by, the Bel-
las return in “Pitch Perfect 3,” the next chapter in the 
beloved series that has taken in more than $400 million 
at the global box office. After the highs of winning the 
World Championships, the Bellas find themselves split 
apart and discovering there aren’t job prospects for 
making music with your mouth. But when they get the 
chance to reunite for an overseas USO tour, this group of 
awesome nerds will come together to make some music 
- and some questionable decisions - one last time.  

JUST GETTING STARTED
Rated PG-13 for language, suggestive material and 
brief violence. In Theaters 12/8. Ok for kids 13.

Reel Preview:  

In this fun comedy, Duke (Morgan Freeman) is the free-
wheeling manager of a luxury Palm Springs retirement 
resort known as Villa Capri. It’s Christmas in the desert, 
and living is easy for Duke - his days are spent golfing, 
playing poker with pals, and entertaining his pick of 
the lovely single ladies. Duke’s the big man on cam-
pus, until charming former military man Leo (Tommy 
Lee Jones) arrives and threatens to become the new 
alpha male. When regional director Suzie (Rene Russo) 
shows up to look into some improper finances, both 
men turn on the charm to assert their status as top 
dog. But what starts as a friendly rivalry to date Suzie 
turns serious when men from Duke’s past come back 
to haunt him, kidnapping Suzie in the process. Putting 
their rivalry aside, can Duke and Leo come together to 
rescue Suzie, stop whoever is trying to kill Duke, and 
save Christmas at Villa Capri? 

JUMANJI: WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE
Rated PG-13 for adventure action, suggestive content 
and some language. In Theaters 12/20. Ok for kids 
13+.   

Reel Preview: 

In this brand new adventure, the tables are turned as 
four teenagers in detention are sucked into the world 
of Jumanji. When they discover an old video game con-
sole with a game they’ve never heard of, they are im-
mediately thrust into the game’s jungle setting and into 
the bodies of their avatars, played by Dwayne Johnson, 
Jack Black, Kevin Hart, and Karen Gillan. What they 
discover is that you don’t just play Jumanji -  Jumanji 
plays you. They’ll have to go on the most dangerous 
adventure of their lives, or they’ll be stuck in the game 
forever. Directed by Jake Kasdan, this movie also stars 
Nick Jonas, Alex Wolff and Rhys Darby. 

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN
Rated PG for thematic elements, including a brawl. In 
Theaters 12/20. Ok for kids 8+. 

Reel Preview: 

Inspired by the imagination of P.T. Barnum, “The Great-
est Showman” is an original musical that celebrates the 
birth of show business and tells the story of a visionary 
who rose from nothing to create a spectacle that be-
came a worldwide sensation. Directed by Michael Grac-
ey, this movie stars Hugh Jackman, Michelle Williams, 
Zac Efron, Zendaya Coleman and Rebecca Ferguson. 



Join us next year in our “Ask an Expert” columns. 
In 2018, your expertise can be featured in your own column. Chose one, two or all 

three markets in; Volusia, Flagler or St Johns Parent Magazines. This program in-
cludes a 1/2pg ad and a monthly column with exclusivity for a six month period.  See 
the list of categories below, if you’re an expert in one of these fields, we want to hear 
from you! Remember, this is category exclusive, so once it has 
been selected it will be off the market for 6 months. Call me 
today for more information and how to sign up!  

2018 Ask An Expert Columns

Pediatrician  •  Pediatric Dentist

Ophthalmology / Optometry

OB/GYN Practice  •  Fertility

Chiropractic Care  •  Veterinarian

Insurance  •  Financial Planning

Real Estate  •  Technology  •  Banking

To advertise in this section call 386-547-0161
or email: sales@bradymediainc.com

If you don’t see your category 
and think you have a great 
column idea, give us a call!
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Aviles Street

Happiness can vary depending on our 
personal circumstances. But why are some 
families more resilient and happier despite 
the obstacles life throws their way?
They hang out together. Happy families feel 

a strong sense of connection with each oth-
er. According to child-family therapist Jenni-
fer Jackson-Rice, LSCSW/LSCW, real connec-
tion takes as little as five minutes a day.
Sit next to each other during homework 

time, cook together, read books at bed-
time, and chat with each while driving to 
activities. Create calmer, more cheerful 
mornings by prepping the night before or 
getting yourself up a little earlier. 
“That connection in the first part of the 

day can carry kids throughout the day,” 
Jackson-Rice says. 

Happy Family, Happy Life
Learn eight simple secrets of happy families

by Christa Melnyk Hines

 Michelle Hon, a mom of two boys, ages 
4 and 2, agrees. She says that the first 30 
minutes in the morning and the last 30 
minutes before bedtime helps her family 
feel grounded, calm and loved. 
“We do a lot of snuggles and cuddles in 

the morning, and we try not to make that a 
rushed time in our home,” Hon says. 
In the evening, she and her husband Mi-

chael stick to a bedtime routine with their 
sons, which includes reading books togeth-
er and quietly reflecting on the day. 

They cheer for each other. 
Celebrate your kids’ interests and success-

es by acknowledging their efforts rather 
than zeroing in on what went wrong:

• “I loved watching you play.” 

• “I like how you colored this so neatly!”

• “Great job on your test. I can tell you 
really concentrated.” 

“When we praise our children, self-es-
teem goes up. When self-esteem is high, 
connection is good, behaviors are good,” 
Jackson-Rice says.

They seek fulfillment. 
While material items like the latest electronics, 

designer jeans and trendy toys may bring 
fleeting joy, they won’t deliver lasting con-
tentment. 
“I don’t think we can teach our kids to be 

happy if we’re looking to external sources 
to feed that emotion,” says Cati Winkel, 
owner of The Empowered Parent Coach.
And that includes looking to others for 
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validation of self-worth, which can result in 
behaviors like people-pleasing or obsessing 
over likes on social media. 
“This is where we get a lot of shame. Peo-

ple become really unhappy because they 
have unrealistic expectations to live up to,” 
Winkel says.
Research suggests that children, who grow 

up to be happier adults, are encouraged ear-
ly on to engage in activities that they enjoy 
and that help them develop their strengths.
Foster their innate sense of curiosity and 

explore a variety of activities with your kids, 
ranging from hobbies to volunteer work. The 
intrinsic rewards of participating in activities 
that deliver personal gratification contributes 
to positive self-esteem and confidence.

They eat together. 
Multiple research studies show that eating 

dinner together can lower the incidence of 
substance abuse, teen pregnancy and de-
pression. 
Kids who dine with their parents are more 

likely to have higher grade point averages, 
higher self-esteem and even stronger vo-
cabularies. If possible, turn off the TV and 
put aside electronics to be in the moment 
around your dinner table with your family. 
“Sometimes we forget that life needs to 

be simple. It’s ok to sit around the table and 
have dinner together. In the quest for bigger, 
faster, stronger, smarter, we forget to simply 
be still,” Jackson-Rice says. “We forget to 
simply connect...to be with our kids.”

They show affection. 
Families today face plenty of stress. One 

simple antidote is to hug more. 

“An eight-second hug is one of the best 
ways to give and get self-care,” Winkel 
says. “An eight-second hug releases oxy-
tocin and great feel-good, stress-relieving 
hormones. Hug your babies. Hug your kids. 
Hug your partner.” 
Hon’s youngsters show affection for peo-

ple who visit them by blowing kisses and 
waving goodbye when it’s time for their vis-
itors to depart. 
“From an adult perspective, I know we’re 

expressing gratitude and making people 
feel loved and valued and that makes me 
really happy,” Hon says. “There’s nothing 
like getting kisses blown to you from a two-
year-old from the street!” 

They goof off. 
Play and laugh together. “Then, your kids get 

to experience you as human,” Winkel says.
Sing together in the car, make up zany 

songs when it’s time to brush teeth, ex-
change riddles or jokes, jam to funky music 
in your living room, or make a funny face to 
defuse a tense situation.
Manage power struggles playfully. Is your 

preschooler refusing to get dressed? Re-
spond by dramatically trying to put their 
clothes on. “It helps them lighten up a little 
bit. We don’t have to be all serious all of the 
time,” Winkel says. 
Also, follow your child’s lead. Play dolls, 

legos or craft together. If your child likes 
to bike ride, explore new trails together. 
Schedule a family board game night or play 
video games together.
Jackson-Rice says her two teens love Snap-

chat so she signed up for the app too.

“They love it when I’m snapping a pic-
ture of what I’m doing. It’s a little silly 
for me, but that’s the way they connect 
and what they’re passionate about right 
now,” she says. 

They create community. 
Not all parents can rely on their family 

of origin to provide positive emotional 
and practical support. If this is the case 
for you, focus on building friendships 
through your neighborhood, church, or 
your child’s school.
The Hons rely on a family of “adopted” 

aunts, uncles, grandmas, and grandpas to 
help them with their youngsters, which also 
helps them nurture their marriage.
“My kids go to the zoo all of the time 

with a little set of aunties that we have,” 
Hon says. “That’s their thing. That allows 
my husband and I to have quiet time in our 
house or quality time out.”

They honor emotions. 
Empathize with your child when they’re 

upset, listen and validate their feelings 
and verbally label their emotions. Avoid 
taking your child’s behavior personally 
or rushing to fix their problems. Given 
the opportunity, kids can often peace-
fully problem-solve and negotiate with 
siblings and playmates without parental 
interference. 
According to relationship expert John 

Gottman, kids who learn to self-soothe 
move through negative emotions faster. 
These same kids also tend to form stronger 
friendships, which is another key to long-
term happiness.
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Christmas in the Park
December 2, 2017 
Admission: Free 
Kenneth W. Park Amphitheater 4655 City 
Center Circle Port Orange, FL 32129
(386) 506-5851 
Enjoy a special holiday celebration at a 
beautiful outdoor amphitheater. A Christ-
mas Concert begins at 6 p.m., followed 
by the official lighting of City Center, and 
a special guest appearance by Santa at 
7 p.m. Free horse-drawn carriage rides 
around City Center will be available, too! 

Bass Pro Shop: Santa’s Wonderland
Free Crafts
December 3, 2017
5:00 pm -  7:00 pm
Bass Pro Shops
1880 Checkered Flag Lane Ste N-100
Daytona Beach, Florida 32114
Cost: Free
www.basspro.com

40th Annual Holiday Parade
December 3, 2017 
Admission: Free 
4655 City Center Circle 
Port Orange, FL 32129
(386) 506-5851 
Everyone loves a parade! This year’s 40th 
Annual Port Orange Holiday Parade have 
“Christmas in Paradise” musical bands and 
floats along a new route. Please visit the 
website for more information.

The Casements Country Christmas
December 3, 2017 
Admission: $5 Good for all 3 days , 
Children 12 and under free
The Casements
25 Riverside Drive Ormond Beach, FL 32176
(386) 676-3216 

Bass Pro Shop: Santa’s Wonderland
Free Crafts
December 5, 2017
5:00 pm -  7:00 pm
Bass Pro Shops
1880 Checkered Flag Lane Ste N-100
Daytona Beach, Florida 32114
Cost: Free
www.basspro.com

Sky Zone- Toddler Time
December 6, 2017
9:00 am - 11:00 am
1300 W. International Speedway Boulevard, 
Suite 105 Daytona Beach, Florida
Cost: $8.99 per child w/ one free adult 
$1.99 SkySocks Per Person
MUST show Credit Card used for purchase 
and valid matching ID at check-in.
Mon/Wed/Sat 9am-11am
Maximum Age 6 Years Old,Must be with 
Parent/Legal Guardian
skyzonedaytonabeach.pfestore.com

Whim Wham Art Studio: Story Art
December 6, 2017
11:00 am 
378B W Granada Blvd.
Ormond Beach, Florida 32174
A Super Story Time! A New Story and Awesome 
Art Project Every Week!
www.whimwhamartstudio.com

FREE Car Seat Check-up Event
December 6, 2017
1:00 pm -  3:00 pm
Halifax Health Medical Center
France Tower Portico
303 N. CLyde Morris Blvd., Daytona Beach
Cost: FREE
Certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians and 
Instructors will be available to check, assist and 
demonstrate the proper installation and usage. 

A Christmas Carol, The Musical 
and Dickensian Dinner
December 8, 2017 - December 9, 2017
Admission: $45 includes dinner
News-Journal Center at Daytona State College
221 North Beach St., Daytona Beach, FL 32114
(386) 226-1927 

Movies on the Halifax- Arthur Christmas
December 8, 2017
6:00 pm
26 Riverside Drive Ormond Beach, FL 32176
Cost: Free
Movies on the Halifax: Bring a lawn chair or 
blanket and enjoy the movie! Refreshments 
available for purchase. Presented by the 
City of Ormond Beach Leisure Services and 
The Casements Guild. 
www.thecasements.net
(386) 676-3216

Skate and Shake Teen Skate and Dance
December 8, 2017
7:00 pm - 11:00 pm
250 N Highway US1, Ormond Beach, Florida
Cost: $8.00
Every Friday Night is TEEN NIGHT at Skate & 
Shake. It’s a special night because we host 
a 1-hour dance from 10-11PM. 
Don’t miss out! Come meet DJ Tom and 
Skate & Shake’s friendly staff on this night!
www.skateandshake.net
386-672-8500

Pioneer Settlement- Second Saturdays 
at the Settlement
December 9, 2017
9:00 am -  4:00 pm
1776 Lightfoot Lane Barberville, Florida 32105
Living History Demonstrations 11am-3pm 
every second Saturday. Admission fees 
apply free with membership. Follow us on 
Facebook for upcoming demonstrations. 
Demonstrations vary month to month de-
pending on availability of demonstrators. 
www.pioneersettlement.org
(386) 749-2959

Sky Zone- Toddler Time
December 9, 2017
9:00 am - 11:00 am
1300 W. International Speedway Blvd., 
Suite 105, Daytona Beach, Florida
Cost: $8.99 per child w/ one free adult 
$1.99 SkySocks Per Person
MUST show Credit Card used for purchase 
and valid matching ID at check-in.
Mon/Wed/Sat 9am-11am
Maximum Age 6 Years Old,Must be with 
Parent/Legal Guardian
skyzonedaytonabeach.pfestore.com

Got Talent? 2017 Volusia Flagler
December 9, 2017 
Admission: $10
Midtown Cultural Center
937 George W Engram Blvd.
Daytona beach, FL 32114
(386) 259-0768 
Calling all dancers, singers, performers, 
clowns, dance groups, singing groups, and 
dance organizations! Please visit the web-
site for more information. 

Family Fun Guide



Car Seat/ Child Passenger Safety Tech 
December 10, 2017
12:00 pm -  5:00 pm
The Baby Shoppe, 5513 
South Williamson Boulevard
Port Orange, FL 32128

Marine Science Center: Turtle Tots
December 21, 2017
12:00 pm
Marine Science Center
100 Lighthouse Drive, Ponce Inlet
Games, Songs, and Stories for Ages 2-5, 
accompanied by an adult. Call to pre-register, 
Class size limited to 12 children.
marinesciencecenter.com
(386) 304-5545

Winter Holiday Event
December 26, 2017 
Admission: $6.95 Adults, $1.95 
Children age 2-11
Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse
4931 South Peninsula Dr., Ponce Inlet, FL 32127
(386) 761-1821 Details
Take a break from all the holiday hustle and 
bustle and enjoy a fun-filled day of fami-
ly-oriented activities, explore historical ex-
hibits, climb the tallest lighthouse in Florida, 
journey back 100 years when the keepers 
and their families lived at the lighthouse.
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 New Year’s Eve in Daytona Beach
December 31, 2017 
Daytona Beach, FL 
New Year’s Eve in Daytona Beach is a fes-
tive scene at the oceanfront Bandshell and 
Ocean Walk Shoppes that traditionally fea-
tures fireworks after an early evening trib-
ute band and again at midnight overlook-
ing the Atlantic Ocean. Join the Main Street 
block party celebration complete with an il-
luminated ball drop, stiltwalkers, live bands 
and DJs, food vendors and souvenirs. Hote-
liers and restaurants, like the Ocean Deck, 
also delight New Year’s Eve visitors with live 
music and midnight champagne toasts.

New Year’s Eve Celebration
December 31, 2017 
6:30 PM to 12:30 PM
Admission: $60 per person
Gold Star Ballroom
3100 South Ridgewood Avenue Unit 150 
South Daytona, FL 32119
386-315-4258 
Join Gold Star Ballroom for dancing and a 
champagne toast on New Year’s Eve with 
dance showcases interspersed with social 
ballroom dancing. Buffet dinner included in 
ticket price. Semi-formal attire. Please RSVP 
by December 22, 2017.

Harlem Globetrotters
December 9, 2017 
4:00 PM
Admission: $18-$75
Ocean Center
101 North Atlantic Avenue, Daytona Beach, FL 32118
Come see the Original Harlem Globetrotters on their action-packed 2018 World Tour 
against the Washington Generals! This star-studded roster will have you on the edge of 
your seats. Please visit the website for more information. 

Flagler County

Music in the Park
December 1, 2017
6:00 – 9:00 pm 
Veterans Park, Flagler Beach
On Friday evening, join the City of Flagler 
Beach for Music in the Park with Christmas 
music and the lighting of the Christmas tree 
in Veteran’s Memorial Park. There will be 
children’s activities and vendors.

Palm Coast Holiday 
Tree Lighting Ceremony
December 1, 2017
6:30 pm – 9 :00 pm
Light up your holiday with a visit from San-
ta, an official tree lighting ceremony and a 
visit to the Flagler County Rotary’s annual 
Fantasy Lights display. 
Central Park in Town Center
975 Central Avenue, Palm Coast, FL 32137  
More information at 386-986-2323.
https://www.palmcoastgov.com/events/
tree-lighting

Flagler Extreme Rodeo
December 1, 2017
6:30 pm – 10:00 pm
Flagler County Fairgrounds
150 Sawgrass Road, Bunnell, Florida 32110
205-790-3452

Celebrating the Holidays at the Beach
December 2, 2017 
1:00 p.m. 
Flagler Beach
The much-anticipated Santa will parachute 
onto the beach at 1 p.m. just north of the 
pier.  The parade will start immediately af-
ter “touchdown.”  Santa will jump on the 
back of the Flagler Beach Fire Department 
Fire truck as he welcomes in the Holiday 
Season in Flagler County.  The parade, as 
well as the Parachuting Santa, is a tradition 
in Flagler County and the Rotary Club of 
Flagler Beach invites all organizations and 
businesses to participate. Attendees are 
asked to please bring a toy for Project Share 
if they are able.  Project Share has been the 
major service project of the Rotary Club of 
Flagler Beach for 18 years. The club has 
committed to provide 1,300 children this 
year with Christmas toys, clothes and bicy-
cles. There will be pickup trucks and golf 
carts in the parade for spectators to put 
their toy donations in.
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Cirque Dreams Unwrapped
All-New Acts for 
2017! Be dazzled by 
an array of seasonal 
characters brought to 
life in a dreamscape 
of imaginative cos-
tumes and creativity, 
while stunning feats of showmanship are 
performed on stage and in the air. Broadway 
director and Cirque Dreams founder Neil 
Goldberg brings the famed entertainment 
brand to Christmas at Gaylord Palms. The 
entire family can enjoy this uniquely inspired 
25-minute Christmas dream presented with 
the Broadway style and inventive theatrics 
for which Cirque Dreams is renowned.
November 21, 2017 – January 7, 2018
Location: Emerald Bay Plaza Stage, 
St. Augustine Atrium
Price: FREE seats are first come, first served basis.

Photos with Santa
Come meet the big guy 
himself and tell him 
what’s on your Christmas 
list! Photo packages avail-
able through the Noerr 
Programs Corporation.

November 21 –  December 24, 2017
Location: Alpine Village
Price: From $29.99* may vary depending 
on package and/or photos selected

Build-A-Bear  Workshop®
It’s the most fun 
you’ll ever make! 
Choose from all 
kinds of furry 
friends, add lots of 

stuffing and make a wish on a heart. Let 
your imagination soar and create your story 
at our exclusive Build-A-Bear Workshop at 
Gaylord Palms!
November 21, 2017 – January 7, 2018
Location: Alpine Village
Price: May vary depending on item selected.

Visit www.marriott.com/GaylordPalms
for more information

Flagler County

12th Annual Fantasy Lights Festival
December 1, 2017 6:30 pm
December 30, 2017 9:00 pm
Central Park in Town Center
975 Central Ave., Palm Coast, FL 32164
The Rotary Club of Flagler County will host 
its 12th Annual Fantasy Lights Festival at 
Central Park in Town Center, from Dec. 1 
through Dec. 30, 6:30-9 p.m. each night. 
Fantasy Lights is a free, self-guided walk-
ing tour around Central Park with 40 large 
animated light displays, festive live and 
broadcast holiday music, holiday snacks 
and beverages. 
A favorite for the kids is Santa’s Village 
with a collection of elf houses festive-
ly painted and nestled among the lights, 
warm fire to roast marshmallows or create 
s’mores, and encircling the village is San-
ta’s Merry Train Ride.

Flagler Playhouse Presents: 
Every Christmas Story Ever Told
December 1, 2017 
7:30 pm -9:30 pm
Flagler Playhouse
301 E. Moody Blvd., Bunnell, FL 32110

Teddy Bear Picnic 
December 4, 2017
10:00am - 10:30am  
Linear Park, Palm Coast, FL

Boy Scouts Of America, Troop 472
December 6, 2017
6:30pm – 8:00pm 
Flagler Beach United Methodist Church, 
1520 S Daytona Ave., Flagler Beach, FL 32136
Boy Scouts of America. Boys 10 1/2 - 18. Go 
Camping, Swimming, WaterSkiing, Fishing, 
Biking, White Water Rafting, Archery. Learn 
Leadership, First Aid, Map and Compass, 
Knots, Fire Building.
Contact Info: pepsimanb@yahoo.com

The Nutcracker Ballet
December 7, 2017 
7:30 pm - 10:30 pm
Flagler Auditorium
5500 East Hwy 100, Palm Coast, FL 32164
A sparkling production with beautiful cos-
tumes and sets, this is truly an all-time family 
favorite. 
http://www.flaglerauditorium.org/
866-352-4537

Starlight Holiday Parade
December 9, 2017 
4:00 pm-9:00 pm
Central Park in Town Center
975 Central Avenue, Palm Coast, FL 32137
Celebrate the holiday season with your 
friends and neighbors at the City of Palm 
Coast’s Starlight Event & Parade, scheduled 
for Saturday, Dec. 9th, in the afternoon and 
evening, in Central Park in Town Center, 
975 Central Ave.The fun begins with the 
Starlight Event from 4-6 p.m. - featuring 
games, pictures with Santa, and refresh-
ments available for purchase. Entertain-
ment is provided all afternoon by local and 
regional performers.
http://www.palmcoastgov.com/events/holi-
day-events
386-986-3700

Kids Craft Club - Michael’s Craft Store 
December 9, 2017
10:00am – 12:00pm 
5250 Hwy 100 E, Palm Coast, FL 32164
Kids Club @ Michael’s Craft Store $2.00, 
Materials Included Let your kids explore
their creativity while you shop! It’s just $2 
per child, for 30 minutes of crafting fun. 
All supplies are included. 

Palm Coast Holiday Boat Parade 
December 16, 2017
6:00pm – 8:00pm 
Cimmaron Basin at 6 p.m. and head east 
to the Intracoastal Waterway where the Pa-
rade turns south passing Tidelands, Canopy 
Walk, St. Joe Walkway, Waterfront Park, 
and Island Estates before turning at the 
Grand Haven Gazebo back to Clubhouse 
Waterway.

Holiday Fun at Gaylord Palms
November 21, 2017 - January 7, 2018
600 West Osceola Pkwy, Kissimmee, FL

(407) 586-4423

JOYFUL Atrium Light Show
This dazzling new experience showcases the 
Joy of Christmas, inviting you on a journey 
around the world with an exclusive holiday 
musical score and millions of dancing, cho-
reographed lights. This free nightly spectacle 
centers around the resort’s six-story Christ-
mas tree towering above Emerald Plaza.
November 21, 2017 – January 7, 2018
Location: Emerald Bay Plaza
Price: FREE
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Classic Christmas Movies
to Watch with the Entire Family

Everyone enjoys White Christmas and It’s a Wonderful Life when the 
holiday season rolls around each year, but here are seven more movies 
to watch with the whole family.
Gather everyone together, pop some popcorn, pass the Christmas cook-

ies and enjoy these quality, fun and heartwarming Christmas movies.

A Christmas Story
This 1983 film chronicles the ups and downs of the holiday season for 
Ralphie who just wants a bb gun for Christmas. Played by Peter Billing-
sley, Ralphie may not have a picture-perfect Christmas, but he goes to 
sleep on Christmas night with a bb gun beside him.

The Homecoming
This inspiring family movie featuring Patricia Neal as the mother of a 
large family living a hardscrabble life during the depression was the pilot 
for the long-running television show, The Walton’s. Richard Thomas is 
John Boy.

A Muppet Christmas Carol
Made in 1992 this muppet movie features Michael Caine as Scrooge 
and Kermit the Frog as Bob Cratchit. Who can resist the muppets sing-
ing happy Christmas songs and the whole array of muppet characters 
stepping into the roles of this classic Christmas story?

Miracle on 34th Street
Made in 1947 this Christmas classic showcases a young Natalie Wood 
as Susan Walker, the girl who believes the Macy Santa Claus is the real 
deal. Kris Kringle played by Edmund Gwen ends up in court, trying to 
prove his identity.

Arthur Christmas
This 2011 animated film tells the story of Arthur, Santa’s youngest son, 
tasked with delivering one last Christmas present just in the nick of 
time. Santa’s state of the art control center, located under the ice of the 
North Pole somehow missed just one child.

Frosty the Snowman
This cartoon story follows the lyrics of the 1950 Frosty the Snowman 
song recorded by Gene Autry. The story follows each line of the song as 
Frosty tries to avoid his ultimate doom—melting.

Millions
Made in 2004 this clever story chronicles what happens when a seven 
year old British boy finds a sack full of money. First he shares it with his 
brother and then the two learn all about the heart of charity.

by Jan Pierce, M.Ed

Pictured Top to Bottom: Ralphie from A Christmas Story; John Boy from The 
Homecoming; The Muppet Christmas Carol; Arthur Christmas; Miracle on 34th 
Street; Frosty the Snowman; Millions
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Nights of Lights – Every year, millions of twinkling lights 
cover the cityscape of St. Augustine from November 18, 2017 
and continuing nightly through January 31, 2018. Come see why 
Nights of Lights was selected by National Geographic in both 
2011 and 2012 as one of the best holiday lighting displays in the 
world as you journey through old town by trolley, on foot or from 
a horse and carriage ride. Learn more here. 

Support Small Businesses – Even if you’ve decided to for-
go gift-giving this year, St. Augustine has hundreds of small, local-
ly owned shops with one-of-a-kind items you won’t be able to find 
at home. Dozens of art galleries dot the cityscape featuring local 
artists creating everything from glass wind chimes to metal art. Tour 
an artisan chocolate-maker or pick up some holiday spirit at the St. 
Augustine Distillery, which produces small-batch gin, rum, vodka and 
bourbon. Learn more about holiday shopping here. 

Holly Jolly Trolley – One of the best ways to experience St. 
Augustine’s famous Nights of Lights is aboard Old Town Trolley’s 
Holiday excursion dubbed the “Holly Jolly Trolley” by locals. Enjoy 
complimentary cider, cookies and caroling as well as super-cool, 
winter-themed viewing glasses that turn millions of tiny lights 
into snowmen, Christmas trees and other holiday favorites. 
Tickets are $6 for children and $14 for adults. Learn more here.

Forget Gift-Giving
Create Experiences by Spending

the Holidays in St. Augustine, Florida
Sure, we all love the holidays. But sometimes they can feel like the same old, same old. Year after year, 

you attend the same Christmas parties, wrap similar square-shaped boxes, bake dozens of cookies and 
struggle to maintain your pre-Thanksgiving weight. What if you did something different this year? What 
if you spent the holidays creating new experiences and memories with your close friends and family?

St. Augustine, Florida is home to one of the most famous holiday lighting displays in the world. It’s also 
the Nation’s Oldest City having been continuously occupied by European-established settlements since 
1565. And did we mention that this little city by the sea is situated on the Atlantic Ocean and boasts 
miles upon miles of white, sandy beaches? 

There are thousands of reasons to spend the holidays in St. Augustine. Here are just a few of them. 
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The Nutcracker – Mother Ginger, the Sugar Plum Fairy 
and Mouse King all come alive in St. Augustine Ballet’s annual 
rendition of The Nutcracker with shows slated for Saturday, 
December 16 and Sunday, December 17 at 1:30 pm and 7 pm 
at Flagler College’s Lewis Auditorium. Some of the area’s most 
talented dancers join local celebrities and guest artists in this 
holiday classic. Tickets are $20-$30 each. Learn more here. 

Christmas Tour of Homes – Each year, The Garden Club 
of St. Augustine hosts its annual “Christmas in the Flagler 
Era” inspired by the Gilded Age opulence of oil tycoon and 
railway magnate, Henry Morrison Flagler. This year, the 
Christmas Tour of Homes will be held on Sunday, December 3 
from 12 pm to 5 pm and will feature a walking tour through 
historic downtown to six private homes dating back to the 
early 1800s. Learn more here. 

Historic Lodging – There is no shortage of beautiful 
inns, hotels and bed and breakfasts dotting the landscape 
of St. Augustine’s downtown. Built in 1865, The Kenwood 
Inn on Marine Street is an ideal locale for your holiday stay in 
the Nation’s Oldest City. Individually decorated guest room’s 
feature rich, hardwood floors, four-poster and antique beds 
for a mix of Old Florida elegance with a hint of the tropics. 
Learn more here. 

Rest & Relaxation – Erected in 1888 and a member of 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Historic Hotels of 
America, the Casa Monica Resort & Spa is the perfect spot 
for rest and relaxation while taking in the famous Nights of 
Lights display. Located on Cordova Street across from Flagler 
College, Casa Monica blends Moroccan-inspired décor with 
modern conveniences and the brand new, full-service 
Poseidon Spa. Learn more here.  
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School News: December 2017

education

Allen Anderson, principal at 
Palencia Elementary School (PES), 
has been selected by Superinten-
dent Tim Forson to be the principal 
of K-8 school “LL” currently be-
ing constructed at 1365 Shetland 
Drive, St. Johns, 32259. His nom-
ination will be presented to the 
School Board at their December 12 
meeting.

“Allen is an innovative and col-
laborative leader,” said Forson. “I 
know that his familiarity with the 
community and ability to build 
rapport with students and parents 
will serve him well.”

Anderson has been the principal 
of PES since the 2013-2014 school 
year and has more than 20 years of 
experience within the SJCSD. Prior 
to PES he served as principal at 

Cunningham Creek Elementary (CCES), assistant principal at Mill Creek Elementa-
ry and Durbin Creek Elementary schools, a curriculum coordinator at Switzerland 
Point Middle School and a teacher at CCES.  

PES has expanded its digital instruction and student use under Anderson’s lead-
ership. He has made maintaining a positive school culture a high priority and 
ensures that state and district mandates are communicated in a way that supports 
the school’s mission and vision. He is extremely supportive of his staff and always 
lauds their successes, even when they won’t. 

“I am very thankful for the trust and confidence from Superintendent For-
son,” said Anderson. “While changing schools is always a bittersweet experi-
ence, I look forward to once again serving those in the Northwest part of our 
wonderful county.”

Anderson was recently chosen as the 2017-2018 Principal of the Year for St. 
Johns County. He holds a bachelor’s and master’s degree from the University of 
North Florida and a master’s degree from Jacksonville University.

Forson will gather input from staff and the community for the new principal of 
PES on Thursday, Dec. 7 at 3:30 p.m. at PES.

Allen Anderson

St. Augustine Events
Regatta of Lights
Dec. 9
The annual Regatta of Lights takes St. Au-
gustine’s world-famous Nights of Lights onto 
the water, with an amazing variety of vessels 
showing off their brilliant lighting displays as 
they parade along Matanzas Bay. For more 
information, call (904) 824-9725 or visit 
www.staugustineyachtclub.com/regat-
ta-of-lights/.
 
St. Augustine Historic Inns Bed & Break-
fast Holiday Tour
Dec. 9-13
The new three-day tour showcases 11 inns 
on the north side of King Street on Satur-
day, December 9, and 12 different inns on 
the south side of King Street on Sunday, 
December 10 from 1- 5pm each day. Along 
the way, you will sample savory fare, sweet 
treats and enchanting beverages served by 
St. Augustine’s top restaurants and purveyors 
of fine food and wines.http://www.stau-
gustinebandbtour.com/
 
The Art of Dining: “The Table at Downton 
Abbey” with Author and Food Historian 
Francine Segan
Dec. 13
Discover the elaborate etiquette, enchanting 
entertainments, and dishes from the era of 
the PBS series Downton Abbey. Vivid descrip-
tions of Lord Grantham-esque dinner parties, 
cotillions and elegant picnics will transport 
you back in time. Learn popular toasts of 
the Gilded Age era, and when it’s proper 
to remove your gloves or tip your hat. The 
event includes a trivia contest on the uses for 
now-obsolete objects that butler Mr. Carson 
would be shocked to find you couldn’t use 
properly. For more information, visit www.
historiccoastculture.com/event/art-din-
ing-table-downton-abbey/.    
 
Gilded Age Dining at the Alcazar Hotel 
with Francine Segan
Dec. 13
Join the Lightner Museum for an evening 
of gilded elegance and sophisticated sip-
ping as author and food historian Francine 
Segan guides guests through a 19th centu-
ry-inspired menu and wine pairing. The four-
course menu has been specially designed by 
the chefs of Culinary Outfitters and drawn 
from archived Alcazar Hotel menus dating 
from the 1890s through the 1920s.  
Munch, Mingle, and Matriculate 
with Francine Segan
Dec. 14 
Discover chocolate’s history, starting with its 
New World origins. Journey to Europe and 
learn how it evolved from a grainy bitter 
brew into the treat we know and love today. 
Learn how chocolate goes from bean to bar 
as you are guided through a tasting of vari-
ous types of fine chocolates. 
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The CHARACTER COUNTS! Steering Committee is call-
ing all walkers, runners and fitness enthusiasts to partic-
ipate in the CHARACTER COUNTS! 6 Pillars 6K/3K Run/
Walk on Saturday, February 3, 2018, at 9 a.m. The run/
walk will begin and end at Palencia Elementary School lo-
cated at 355 Palencia Village Drive, St. Augustine.

Walkers and runners will enjoy a course running through 
the neighborhoods of Kensington and Las Calinas and can 
choose to participate in the 6K (3.73 miles) or 3K (1.86 
miles) distance. Registration fees are as follows:

6K-$25 before January 1 
$30 January 1 – February 2; $35 on race day

3K-$20 before January 1
$25 January 1 – February 2; $30 on race day

Registration forms and more information are available 
online at www.racesmith.com/races/CHARACTER-
COUNTS.html.

Race proceeds will support CHARACTER COUNTS! ini-
tiatives throughout the St. Johns County School District 
(SJCSD). The run/walk is open to all ages, and the top 
three winners will be awarded in each of the age catego-
ries as well as the overall male and female finishers. A cash 
donation will be awarded to the top three to five schools 
with the most registrants. 

CHARACTER COUNTS!
6 Pillars 6K/3K Run/Walk

education

Last year these schools were Ocean Palms Elementary, 
Mill Creek Elementary, Valley Ridge Academy and Tim-
berlin Creek Elementary. All race registrants will receive 
a tech t-shirt and lots of other goodies from area busi-
nesses and organizations. At the finish line, each race 
participant will receive a commemorative dog tag which 
is the fourth design in its series.

This event is produced by the CHARACTER COUNTS! 
Steering Committee and is presented by Beaver Toyota 
with support from businesses and community groups. 
Action News Jax CBS47/FOX30 is the official media spon-
sor of this run/walk.

The SJCSD, along with area businesses, youth organi-
zations and civic groups, selected the national charac-
ter education program of CHARACTER COUNTS! as a 
countywide initiative to instill positive character traits in 
young people throughout the county. Additionally, the 
SJCSD became the first school district in Florida to im-
plement Pursuing Victory With Honor in all of its athletic 
programs. Character education is an important part of 
every School Improvement Plan and a major component 
of the Student Code of Conduct and the school district’s 
Strategic Plan.
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